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What does “family owned & operated” really’ mean? For the Clark family, it CHINO 
means getting up early for 45 years to work in their own community, and Pestivnensmayt 
: : i 0 ' * * 1 5 Mountain Ave. 
choosing to invest in the Inland Empire. In a time when Wall Street is trying to Chino, CA 91710 
run Main Street, Clark’s Nutrition still believes that family owned and 
operated businesses are the backbone of the American dream, and feels 


privileged to help families live healthier and happier lives. LOMA LINDA 
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Clark’s has the largest selection of organic produce and supplements in the Inland Empire. Riverside, CA 92501 
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WE ARE EXCITED TO MEET YOU! It is our company mission to provide customers with nutritional 
assistance that can really have a lasting impact on their quality of life. We look forward to meeting 
and serving you! 
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AFFORDABLE 
Clark’s goes to great lengths to make sure your family has what they need at an affordable price. 
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TNA Travel Mug 


Insulated 16 0z., stainless steel interior, no-slip rubber bottom, hand-wash recom- 
mended. (1/$15.95ea; 2-4/$14.95ea; 5-9/$12.95ea; 10+/$10.95ea) MUGTTNA 


SYLP Travel Mug 


Insulated 16 0z., stainless steel interior, no-slip rubber bottom, hand-wash recom- 
mended. (1/$15.95ea; 2-4/$14.95ea; 5-9/$12.95ea;10+/$10.95ea) MUGTSYLP 


The John Birch Society: Its History 


Recounted By Someone Who Was There 

Walk alongside John F. McManus as he narrates his personal journey with JBS 
Founder Robert Welch. From misguided efforts to expose the Society to eventually 
becoming one of its leading spokesmen, McManus delivers JBS history like no other 
can. (2018, hb, 472pp, 1/$24.95ea; 2-11/$23.95ea; 12+/$20.00ea) BKJBSSWT 


JBS 60th Anniversary Pin 


Round embossed, three-quarter-inch silver-plated brass pin with butterfly clip. 
Made in the USA. ($6.95ea) JPIN6GO 


JBS 60th Anniversary Pen 
Metallic blue click pen with ribbed rubber grip. Made in the USA. (1-4/$2.95ea; 
5+/$2.75ea) PENJBS60 


JBS and TNA Royal Twist Nickel Pens 
Made in the USA. (1/$1.95ea; 2-4/$1.25ea; 5+/$1.00ea) JBS: PENJBS14; TNA: PENTNA14 


JBS Eagle Lapel Pin 
Made in the USA. (2014)(1/$4.95ea; 2-4/$3.95ea; 5-9/$3.00ea; 10+/$2.50ea) 
JPINJBSE 


We the People Lapel Pin 


Made in the USA. (1/$7.95ea; 2-4/$6.95ea; 5+/$5.95ea) JPINWTP 


Americanism 101 Booklet set “& ~~ 
Find out about American liberty and the threats to it with this educational set of 14 
booklets. (1-4/$16.95ea; 5-9/$15.95ea; 10+/$14.95ea) SETBKLTS at 


Order Online 


Go to ShopJBS.org or call 
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1-800-342-6491 to order these and other gift ideas! 
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The Constitution Is the Solution Lecture Series 

Most Americans are not taught what’s in the Constitution, nor are they aware of its 
limitations on government that have helped make America great. With this lecture 
series from The John Birch Society, you can help lead concerned Americans into 
activism. (2017ed., 339 total minutes, six-DVD set, includes Manual & Lecture Guide 
CD, and Lecture Materials Packet; 1-4/$45.00ea; 5-9/$35.00ea; 10-19/$29. MP 
20+/$22.00ea). DVDSCSCMP 


JBS Birchtionary — Pocket-size 

Designed for John Birch Society activists, this booklet defines words and terms used 
by JBS members. (2018ed., 53pp, pb, 1-9/$3.95ea; 10-49/$3.70ea; 50-74/$3.45ea; 
75-99/$3.20ea; 100+/$2.95ea) BKLTJBSB 


TNA Binder 


Holds one full year (24 issues). ($9.95ea) TNABINDER 


Historical Prints (Set of Six) 
Includes three documents (Declaration of Independence, Bill of Rights, and 
Constitution) and two paintings, plus a “free” Call to Arms print. ($39.95ea HISPRINTS 


TNA Ceramic Mug 
Ceramic 12 0z., dishwasher safe. Made in the USA. (1/$11.95ea; 2+/$10.00ea) MUGTNA 


JBS 60th Anniversary Ceramic Mug 
Two-tone design, 12 0z., dishwasher safe. Made in the USA. ($12.95ea) MUGJBS60 


JBS 60th Anniversary Chunky Mug 


This mug is outfitted with non-skid rubber. Comes with a snap-on, thumb-slide lid, 


and double-wall construction so your beverage stays hot (or cold)! Made of polypro- =— 't 


pylene material, BPA free. Made in the USA. Hand-wash recommended. (1/$9.95ea; 
2+/$8.00ea) MUGJBSCH60 
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“Council on Foreign 
Relations Scheming 
for World Government 


ARTHUR THOMPSON 


IN THE SHADOWS OF THE DEEP STATE 


Learn about the history of the Council on Foreign Relations and its key role in 
implementing the Deep State’s agenda to bring about a one-world, socialist government. 
By Arthur R. Thompson, CEO, The John Birch Society 
(2018ed, 364pp, 1-4/$10.95ea; 5-9/$9.00ea; 10-23/$7.50ea; 24+/$6.45ea) BKISODS 
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NATION 


The Rising Tide Against Liberalism 
by James Murphy — Evidence shows that the viciousness of the 
Left, as well as its ideology, is causing it to stumble — maybe fall. 
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IMMIGRATION 


Trump’s Right: It’s an Invasion 

by R. Cort Kirkwood — The Left wants open borders for the 
migrant caravan to solidify its power and that of Deep State 
globalists. 


DEEP STATE 


Tarnished Brass: Deep State 

Militarists vs. Trump 

by William F Jasper — The one-world globalists have achieved a 
near stranglehold on the leadership of our military and intelligence 
agencies — with devastating results. 


AP Images 


ENVIRONMENT 

What Is Destroying Our World? 

by Troy Anderson — After deadly wildfires in California, liberals 
blame capitalism and global warming for environmental damage, 
while opponents cite government and socialism. 


AP Images 


BOOK REVIEW 


The President Who Obeyed the Constitution 
by Steve Byas — William Howard Taft worked to follow the 
Constitution as president and judge. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 


Silent Night — 200 Years Old 
by Kurt Hyde — The 200th anniversary of the Christmas carol 
“Silent Night, Holy Night” brings a retrospective. 
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THE LAST WORD 
Corsi Strikes Back at the Deep State 
by William EF Jasper 
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Internationalism’s Past 
and Lack of Foresight 


Your story “The Treaty of Versailles 
and the Rise of Nazism” (November 5 
issue) describes one of the disasters of 
America’s entry into World War I, but 
U.S. involvement created a host of other 
problems. The war devastated European 
agriculture and manufacturing, triggering 
a temporary boom in American exports of 
food and manufactured goods to Europe. 
America’s leaders failed to grasp the fact 
that the export boom was temporary and 
would end as soon as Europe recovered 
from the war. Due to lack of foresight, 
American farmers and businesses went 
on a borrowing spree. 

When President Coolidge sparked an 
economic boom by cutting federal spend- 
ing, the temporary export boom to Eu- 
rope, plus the insane easy-money policy 
of the Federal Reserve, during an eco- 
nomic expansion transformed a normal 
economic expansion into an economic 
boom on steroids. As a result people 
began to speculate on the stock market 
and could do so on margin (no money 
down), owing to New York’s regulations. 
Who was governor of New York? Frank- 
lin Roosevelt. 

As the export boom to Europe fizzled, 
the economic bubble began to burst, and 
the Federal Reserve did the insane: hik- 
ing interest rates so as to dynamite the 
economy. The Federal Reserve, created 
ostensibly to prevent recessions, in less 
than 20 years of existence engineered 
the worst depression in history. Then 
the charlatan Franklin Roosevelt steered 
America on a path to socialism by imple- 
menting the New Deal, which actually 
deepened the depression. 

All of this perversion is a consequence 
of America entering WWI. 

Gary WOODBURN 
Sent via e-mail 
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Governor Hails 
Hate-crimes Legislation 


Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb is hot 
to trot to have the state legislature pass 
a hate-crimes bill because of what was 
written on a synagogue in Carmel, with- 
out knowing who did it or why. 

I wonder if he remembers the Bean 
Blossom episode the day after Donald 
Trump was elected president. Someone 
painted “Heil Trump,” a Nazi swastika, 
and a gay slur on the Episcopalian church 
in Bean Blossom, Indiana. 

All of the news media came here to 
cover the event and make the citizens 
of Brown County look like suspects in 
doing this shameful deed. Thanks to the 
hard work of law enforcement, the culprit 
was found. It was a member of the church 
who played the piano and is apparently 
anti-Trump. 

When asked why he did it, he said, 
“Because I wanted to start a national 
movement.” Liberals start national move- 
ments built on lies, such as “hands up, 
don’t shoot.” By the way, the media was 
absent when the person was caught; he 
did not meet their preconceived, anti- 
right-wing beliefs. 

The governor knows, and the state 
legislature knows, there are already laws 
that cover what they call hate crimes. 
New legislation is just a dipsy doodle to 
show people they care. 

Governor Daniels cared, and he bal- 
anced the state budget. Governor Pence 
cared, and he lowered the personal in- 
come tax. 

Governor Holcomb cares, and he is 
going to pass a hate-crimes bill? Give me 
a break! If someone shoots me and kills 
me, it doesn’t matter if they love me or 
hate me, I am just as dead, and the crime 
should be harshly punished either way. 

JAMES BROWN 
Morgantown, Indiana 
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Facebook Poised for Exodus of Current Employees 


In the midst of one scandal after another, Facebook — already 
dealing with plummeting stock prices — is also facing what 
could prove to be an exodus of its workforce. Current employ- 
ees are increasingly reaching out to former employees to ask for 
job references and opportunities outside the social-media giant. 
CNBC reported December 2: “Some former Facebook employ- 
ees say their phone is ringing a lot more in the last two months. 
On the other line: former Facebook colleagues asking about job 
openings or looking for a reference.” 

The report also mentioned a former Facebook recruiter who 
said he has heard from more than 30 current Facebook employees 


in the past year — roughly half of those in the past two months 
alone. He said the typical comment he hears from most of these 
contacts is, “My manager sucks, and I need to look for something 
new. Do you know of any new opportunities?” 

Because Facebook classifies departing employees as either “re- 
grettable” or “non-regrettable” attrition, and since being black- 
listed by the company decreases the likelihood of offers from 
other top-tier Silicon Valley companies, Facebook employees 
thinking of leaving have to carefully plan their departures. “The 
way you do it and the timing matters a lot, and it requires knowl- 
edge of the game,” according to a former Facebook engineer. A 
former manager agrees, saying that a bad recommendation from 
Facebook is enough to make your name “like Voldemort,” add- 
ing, “It’s a name you can not say.” 

Given the fact that Facebook has been exposed as what NSA 
whistleblower Edward Snowden referred to as a “surveillance 
company collecting personal data, rebranded as ‘social media,’” 
it is not surprising that some would be ashamed (or at least feel as 
if their mothers would be ashamed) to admit to being employed 
by the company. 

And even considering how difficult it appears to be to leave the 
company “the right way,” those who do not hasten their departure 
may wind up feeling as if they stayed too long on a sinking ship. 


Before Election, Canada’s Trudeau to Subsidize “Trusted” News Outlets 


With an election just 10 months away, the left-wing government 
of Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau is proposing $595 
million (USD $450 million) in tax breaks for “trusted” news 
outlets. 

“To protect the vital role that independent news media play in 
our democracy and in our communities, we will be introducing 
measures to help support journalism in Canada,” Finance Minis- 
ter Bill Morneau told the House of Commons on November 21. 

Those measures include small tax breaks to individuals donat- 
ing to qualified nonprofit news organizations and a temporary 
15-percent tax credit for subscriptions to certain online news out- 
lets. The bulk of the package’s five-year, $595-million cost, how- 
ever, consists of refundable tax credits — meaning businesses 
can get back more than they’ve paid, with other taxpayers pick- 
ing up the tab — for labor costs at qualifying news companies. 

Naturally, many of the money men in the news business are 
happy about the tax breaks. Paul Godfrey, the CEO of Postmedia, 
publisher of the National Post and other papers, called them “a 
turning point in the plight of newspapers in Canada.” 

“TI tip my hat to the prime minister and the finance minister. 
They deserve a lot of credit,” he said November 21. “Everyone 
in journalism should be doing a victory lap around their building 
right now.” 

Likewise, unions representing newspaper employees were ec- 
static about the plan, seeing it as job security. 

Not everyone is so sanguine about the situation. 


“The media should be independent from the government,” said 
Pierre Poilievre, a member of Parliament from the Conservative 
Party. “We should not have a situation where the government 
picks a panel that then decides who gets to report the news. That 
is very dangerous.” 

“There’s an election next year. And if you are a journalist who 
wants in on Trudeau’s $595,000,000 slush fund, he has to know 
that he can trust you,” wrote Ezra Levant, founder of the Toronto- 
based conservative website The Rebel. 


Justin 
Trudeau 
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Archbishop of panteruly Says Middle East Christians Face Extinction 


The Most Reverend Justin Welby, 
archbishop of Canterbury, writing in 
the December | Sunday Telegraph, 
observed that Christians are on the 
brink of “imminent extinction” in 
the Middle East. 

Welby described the “daily 
threat of murder” that Christians 
encounter in the Middle East. Writ- 
ing just before a service at West- 
minster Abbey to celebrate the contribution of Christians in the 
Middle East, he stated: 


In the last few years, they have been slaughtered by so-called 
Islamic State, and in many countries they find themselves 
squeezed between the upper and lower millstones of pressure 
on them within society and of conflicts that afflict the region. 

Many have left. Hundreds of thousands have been forced 
from their homes. Many have been killed, enslaved and 
persecuted or forcibly converted. Even those who remain 
ask the question, “Why stay?” The Christian population of 
Iraq, for instance, is less than half what it was in 2003 and 
their churches, houses and businesses have been damaged 


mm ordestroyed. The Syrian Christian 
population has halved since 2010. 
As a result, across the region 
Christian communities that were 
the foundation of the universal 
Church now face the threat of im- 


minent extinction. 
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Welby said we should not ask Syrian 
Christians to choose between Presi- 
dent Assad “under whom they were tolerated” and “the unimagi- 
nable horrors and threats of [the] so-called Islamic State.” 

The late deposed dictator of Iraq, Saddam Hussein, went be- 
yond Assad’s “tolerance” of Christians. Tariq Aziz, Saddam’s 
close advisor and deputy prime minister, was a member of the 
Chaldean Catholic Church. 

Welby described the symptoms, but for the cause of the dete- 
rioration of Christianity in the Middle East, we must look further. 
Former Representative Ron Paul hit the nail on the head when he 
said back in 2015, “The reason so many are fleeing places like 
Syria, Libya, Afghanistan, and Iraq is that U.S. and European 
interventionist foreign policy has left these countries destabilized 
with no hopes of economic recovery.” 


Pope Francis: Homosexuals Should Not Be Priests 


“The issue of homosexuality is a very serious issue that must be 
adequately discerned from the beginning with the candidates,” 
says Pope Francis, in referencing applicants to Catholic semi- 
naries. His comments appear in a book-length interview entitled 
The Strength of a Vocation, released in 10 languages in early 
December. 

He describes sodomy as a modern fashion that adversely 
affects the clergy. “In our societies it even seems that homo- 
sexuality is fashionable and that mentality, in some way, also 
influences the life of the church,” he notes. The pope cautions 
that religious life and sodomy should not mix, saying, “In con- 
secrated and priestly life, there’s no room for that kind of af- 


fection. Therefore, the Church recommends that people with 
that kind of ingrained tendency should not be accepted into the 
ministry or consecrated life.” 

The Catholic Church actually does more than “recommend” 
barring homosexuals from ministry. In 2005, the Vatican pub- 
lished a ban stating that the church “cannot admit to the seminary 
or to holy orders those who practice homosexuality, present 
deep-seated homosexual tendencies or support the so-called ‘gay 
culture.’” 

Though the current pontiff’s remarks are far more sugar- 
coated than actions of his predecessors, he has nonetheless 
disappointed liberal fans. Recalling his infamous 2013 dodge 
when asked about sodomites in the priesthood, “Who am I to 
judge?” The Daily Beast accuses Francis of homophobia, re- 
marking that the “pontiff once adorned the cover of Advocate 
magazine for his seemingly liberal stance on gay priests. Now 
he’s changing his tune.” 

In his interview, the pontiff made no direct links between homo- 
sexuality and sex-abuse scandals plaguing his church. The closest 
he came was a comment that we “have to urge homosexual priests 
and men and women religious to live celibacy with integrity, and 
above all, that they be impeccably responsible, trying to never 
scandalize either their communities or the faithful holy people of 
God by living a double life.” However, the interview was conduct- 
ed on August 9, 13 days before Vatican Archbishop Carlo Maria 
Vigano accused Francis of helping cover up clerical abuse. 
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President Pardons Turkeys Whose Names Are Peas and Carrots 
“This was a fair election. Unfortunately Carrots refused to concede and 
demanded a recount. Even though Peas and Carrots have received a presi- 
dential pardon, I have warned them that House Democrats are likely to 
issue them both subpoenas.” 

President Donald Trump jokingly indicated that an election was held to 
determine which of two turkeys would receive the traditional presidential 
pardon just prior to the Thanksgiving holiday. But he then pardoned both, 
countermanding the voters’ decision. 


Three Million Died in Ukraine’s 1933 Induced Famine 
“The village was scary, everything was dead. No dogs or roosters were 
heard. People ate everything. Frogs were delicacies in spring.” 


Six years old when the Stalin-induced famine ravaged Ukraine, Mykhailo Matvienko recalled the 
devastation caused by the deliberate starvation inflicted on the Ukrainian people by their Soviet 
rulers. Upwards of three million people perished, but no Soviet leaders responsible for the atrocity 
were held accountable. 


Congressman Notes Saudi Arabia’s Part in the Khashoggi Murder 
“A country that can’t be trusted with a bone saw shouldn’t be trusted with 
nuclear weapons.” 

Referring to evidence that Jamal Khashoggi’s body was cut up after he 
was murdered, Congressman Brad Sherman (D-Calif.) uttered a very 
stern view of the incident. 


President Seeks Fast Action on His Ban of Transgenders in Military 
“This highly unusual step is wildly premature and inappropriate. There 
Brad is no valid reason to jump the line now and seek U.S. Supreme Court 
Sherman review before the appellate courts have even ruled on the preliminary 
issues before them.” 

Peter Renn, an attorney representing the pro-transgender group Lambda Legal disagrees with Presi- 
dent Trump 8 order that transgender personnel not be allowed to serve in the military. An appeals court 
is considering the matter, but President Trump wants the issue taken from the lower court and decided 
promptly by the Supreme Court. 


He Lost a Senate Race and Is Now Thinking of Running for President 

“We’re thinking through a number of things and Amy and I made a decision not to rule anything out.” 
Congressman Beto O’Rourke Jost in his bid to unseat Texas Senator Ted Cruz. Some of his supporters 
seem to believe that the way to achieve the office of the president is to first lose a significant election. 


Black Celebrity Has Advice for Reaching Young Blacks 
“Republicans should highlight for young blacks the critical importance of capitalism and a free economy 
for upward mobility. However, they also need to inform them that the same Federal Reserve report show- 
ing large gaps in income and wealth between blacks and whites also shows 61 percent of white households 
as having a married couple or romantic partners, compared with 37 percent of black households.” 
Author, columnist, and Republican politician Star Parker has often of- 
fered sound advice to aspiring young black Americans. 


Democrats Hide Behind a Desire to Give Illegal Immigrants the Vote 
“Our Democratic colleagues seem to come up with a lot of criticism, but 
have no answers when you ask the question: What are we supposed to do 
about people breaking through barricades and coming into our country 
illegally and not following the rules?” 
Texas Senator John Cornyn made his point during a weekly GOP lead- 
ership conference. Many GOP lawmakers are concerned about granting 
voting privileges to illegal immigrants. John 
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AGAINST LIBERALISM 


While the political Left seems to be on a never-ending climb upward, evidence shows that 
the viciousness of the Left, as well as its ideology, is causing it to stumble — maybe fall. 


by James Murphy 


you’re playing the part of a member 

of the unwashed masses in a dysto- 
pian novel about America and the world 
at large, you’re not alone. Check headlines 
on any given day and you are bombarded 
with doom on many fronts. Our president 
is a liar, the headlines say; our legislature 
does nothing except obstruct or pass bad 
laws; our country is a racist, misogynistic 
place where people of color and women 
cannot get fair treatment. Rampant corrup- 
tion is all around us — this, at least, is true. 

Oh and, by the way, our planet is warm- 
ing at an alarming rate, sea levels are ris- 
ing, and extreme weather events are in- 
creasing. And it’s all our fault because of 
our gluttony for fossil fuels. 

Since scary topics usually bring top rat- 
ings to media — as well as cause Ameri- 
cans to vote for big government-lauding 
global socialists who promise to fix the 
problems, hence bringing about global 
governance — the major networks sell 
negativity. Instead of informing, they edi- 
torialize. Instead of teaching, they propa- 
gandize. Instead of presenting all sides in 
a reasoned way, they seek to foment anger. 
Instead of seeking truth, they seek ratings. 

But while it’s true that mainstream 
media are blatantly dishonest and are, in 
fact, trying to get Americans to accept 
globalist laws and regulations — though 
doing so would mean giving up many of 
the freedoms and opportunities we have 
enjoyed for centuries — all is not bad. 
There is much evidence that Americans 
increasingly don’t accept media globalist 
pronouncements at face value. 

Though we are fed a steady diet of 
noxious propaganda instead of news, 
a little digging reveals hope. There are 
reasons for optimism. If there were not, 
why keep up the fight? Here at Christ- 
mastime are some of those reasons to re- 
main hopeful in the face of the seemingly 
endless parade of doom. 


I f you sometimes wake up feeling as if 


Politics 

When President Trump was elected in 
2016, many of the issues he ran on, such as 
stopping illegal immigration, anti-global- 
ism, and “America First,” seemed as if they 
were pulled straight from The John Birch 
Society (JBS) playbook. In fact, some in 
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While it’s true that mainstream media are blatantly 
dishonest and are, in fact, trying to get Americans to 
accept globalist laws and regulations — though doing 
so would mean giving up many of the freedoms and 
opportunities we have enjoyed for centuries — all is 


not bad. 


the mainstream media gave the Society 
credit for Trump’s victory. Of course, those 
leftists didn’t see the relationship between 
Trump and the JBS as a good thing. 

In the Huffington Post, so-called histo- 
rian Robert McElvaine complained, “The 
Trump Campaign is the culmination of the 
long campaign begun by McCarthyism 
and the John Birch Society in the 1950s 
and aimed at discrediting virtually every 
institution in the United States.” 

If by “virtually every institution” McEI- 
vaine meant the Deep Staters, globalists, 
and bureaucratic dead weight in Washing- 
ton, D.C., then kudos to him; he’s right. 
Trump called it the swamp and said it 
needed to be drained. 

And the midterm elections turned out 
better than experts had predicted based on 
past history. Midterm elections are typi- 
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cally rough for the party with the presi- 
dency. In 1938, FDR lost 81 seats to the 
GOP. In 1986, the Reagan Revolution 
stalled when the Republicans lost nine 
Senate seats. And in 1994, Bill Clinton 
watched in horror as Republicans gained 
54 House seats, giving the GOP its first 
majority in the House of Representatives 
in four decades. 

The results of the 2018 midterm elec- 
tions were a mixed bag for both Repub- 
licans and Democrats. The Democrats 
regained the House of Representatives 
for the first time in eight years, while the 
Republicans kept control of and expanded 
their majority in the Senate. While the 
GOP is far from perfect, it’s better that 
they have control of the Senate than Dem- 
ocrats, who seem to have no middle-of- 
the-road members anymore. 


Trustworthy transmissions? There are many new ways to get the daily news in the 21st century, 
and while CNN and other mainstream media still follow a globalist agenda and besmirch those 
who dont, there are now numerous sources where truth is more important than narrative. 
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SURVIVORS 
Savage smears: Despite a vile smear campaign in which the Left in America sunk to new depths 


to derail a Supreme Court nomination, Trump nominee Brett Kavanaugh was sworn in as the 
court’s newest justice. 


“If there was one house that we could 
preserve and increase in a constitutional 
way, it’s the Senate of the United States, 
which happened in this election,” said Art 
Thompson, the CEO of The John Birch So- 
ciety. “The very idea that the majority of 
what we would consider, at least nominally, 
to be constitutionalists has increased in the 
Senate, bodes well for any appointments 
for the Supreme Court down the road.” 

“And it also means that it will increase 
the likelihood of confirmation of hundreds 
of people who are standing in line waiting 
to confirmed in their positions as federal 
court judges or members of the adminis- 
tration. So, that’s a plus.” 

With the Senate’s advise-and-consent 
role, enumerated in Article I, Section 2 of 
the Constitution, the GOP majority is sig- 
nificant, especially in the current polarized 
political climate. The GOP even picked up 
a couple seats, as the Democrats were un- 
successful in their bid to steal the Florida 


senate election from outgoing Governor 
Rick Scott (R), in favor of current sena- 
tor Bill Nelson (D). In Mississippi, Cindy 
Hyde-Smith (R) won a run-off election 
over Mike Espy (D). 

The Senate majority also insulates the 
president from impeachment action that 
House Democrats might take against him. 
Although, at this point, no “high crimes 
or misdemeanors” appear imminent, that 
doesn’t mean Democrats won’t be meticu- 
lously combing through the president’s past 
for something they can construe as a crime. 

Even the loss of the House of Represen- 
tatives to Democrats had bright spots to it. 
The GOP and constitutionalists may have 
actually become more formidable, despite 
the losses. “On the surface, we did lose the 
Republican majority in the House,” said 
Thompson. “But many of those individu- 
als in the House were not very good.... 
The more solid individuals, with [David] 
Brat of Virginia being the exception, got 


The things that leftists always accused conservatives 
of doing have become their own modus operandi. As 
the Left becomes even more authoritarian, restricting 
speech and using violence to intimidate dissenters 
into passivity, people are beginning to see what their 


ultimate goals are. 
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through by and large. So it’s a stronger 
constituency of conservatives and consti- 
tutionalists in the House.” 

Though it’s not a direct result of the 
midterm election, the House GOP is also 
getting rid of the spineless Speaker of the 
House Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), who is retir- 
ing. “That guy [Ryan] was an absolute di- 
saster,” said Thompson. “And I think that 
you can lay at his feet, if you’re going to 
focus in on any one individual, what hap- 
pened in the House.” 

In addition, President Trump can tout 
this election as a victory for his coalition, 
which, as stated earlier, has its roots in the 
JBS. “It also means that Trump has solidi- 
fied his leadership over the party because 
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® of the support percentage-wise within the 


Republicans in the House now.” 

Besides keeping the senate in GOP 
hands, President Trump has a lot of 
reasons to crow about his first two 
years in office, reasons Americans as a 
whole can rejoice over. Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) grew by an astounding 
4.2 percent during the second quarter. 
Third-quarter growth was down but still 
reached 3.5 percent. By comparison, dur- 
ing the Obama years, GDP growth never 
reached 3 percent. In three years, growth 
didn’t reach 2 percent, and in Obama’s 
first year in office, GDP actually shrank 
by 2.8 percent. 

Unemployment, which had been as high 
as 10.2 percent during the Obama admin- 
istration has fallen to levels not seen in 
five decades. The October unemployment 
rate was 3.7 percent. Black unemployment 
is at a historic low, currently 6.3 percent 
after reaching an all-time low of 5.9 per- 
cent in May of this year. The Trump tax 
cuts seem to have had the desired effect on 
the economy as businesses are hiring and 
consumers are spending. 

And the immigration issue, which 
many believe swept Trump into the White 
House, seems to be resonating with aver- 
age Americans. The migrant caravans that 
wended their way through Mexico have 
fizzled for the time being, possibly due to 
the president calling upon federal troops 
to reinforce border-control efforts. 

If the economy remains in wonder- 
ful shape and no major world-changing 
events occur, a 2020 reelection of the pres- 
ident should be a breeze, provided he can 
fend off the rabid attacks from Democrats 
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and the mainstream media. People tend to 
vote with their pocketbooks in presidential 
elections, and at least for now, that bodes 
well for Trump. 


Identity Politics 

Moreover, evidence shows that much of 
the leftist base is being disillusioned by the 
lies, violence, and oppressiveness of the 
socialist Left. 

For the past several decades, Democrats 
have been extremely successful in divide- 
and-conquer politics. They, with media 
assistance, have attempted to erase their 
own past of racial discrimination (i.e., sup- 
port for slavery and the founding of the 
Ku Klux Klan and Jim Crow laws) and set 
themselves up as the party of the down- 
trodden. They have also done an effective 
job of framing the GOP as the party of big- 
otry and intolerance. 

But this is beginning to change. In late 
June of 2018, a “gay” hairstylist and actor 
from New York, Brandon Straka, posted a 
video to YouTube entitled “Why I left the 
Democrat Party.” As of mid-November, 
the video had been viewed nearly 750,000 
times. In the video, Straka lists many rea- 
sons why he decided to leave the Left and 
the Democrat Party. 

“T reject tyrannical group think. I reject 
a system which allows an ambitious, mis- 


informed and dogmatic mob to suppress 
free speech, create false narratives and 
apathetically steamroll over the truth,” 
Straka said in his video. “I reject the ac- 
ceptance of junk science and superstition 
to advance ideological agendas. I reject 
hate. These are the reasons I became a lib- 
eral and these are the same reasons why I 
am now walking away.” 

Though Straka still has a long way to 
go — he obviously still rejects traditional 
cultural mores that are a prerequisite for 
having a culture of true tolerance and high 
ideological ideals — he makes good points. 

The things that leftists always accused 
conservatives of doing have become their 
own modus operandi. As the Left be- 
comes even more authoritarian, restrict- 
ing speech and using violence to intimi- 
date dissenters into passivity, people are 
beginning to see what their ultimate goals 
are, and they don’t like it. 

Straka’s video was the precursor of a 
movement that has seen thousands of peo- 
ple realize that the agenda of the political 
Left in America no longer aligns with their 
core values. Straka further nails today’s 
leftist when he says, “For years now, I 
have watched as the Left has devolved into 
intolerant, inflexible, illogical, hateful, 
misguided, ill-informed, un-American, 
hypocritical, menacing, callous, ignorant, 
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Crashing wave: Florida Republican Rick Scott survived a contentious “recount” effort amidst 
reports of vote fraud in heavily Democrat Broward and Palm Beach counties. 
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narrow-minded and, at times, blatantly 
fascistic behavior and rhetoric.” 

Straka’s words echo the sentiment of 
many classical liberals, who have found 
that today’s Democrat Party, and the Left 
in general, has left them behind in a push 
toward total control. There is a growing 
realization among classical liberals that to- 
day’s Left has become anti-free speech and, 
as Straka says, “anti-American.” 

Another movement sprang up late in the 
midterm cycle, perhaps too late to influence 
this year’s election much but boding well 
for the future. Though it comes 50 years too 
late, the “Blexit” movement encourages 
black Americans to think for themselves, 
rather than blindly vote Democrat as many 
have been doing since the 1960s. 

Fronted by 29-year-old conservative 
firebrand Candace Owens, Blexit — pre- 
sumably named after the British vote for 
Brexit, or British exit from the EU — is 
confronting the completely made-up nar- 
rative that the Democrats are the party 
that cares about black Americans. Blexit 
challenges blacks to reject the historically 
backward notion that it is automatically 
better for them to vote Democrat instead 
of Republican. It also disputes the concept 
that if black Americans stray from any or- 
thodoxy of today’s Left, then they are not 
“black enough.” 

“The reason we’re seeing so many peo- 
ple leave the Left — I like to call them 
liberal refugees, like myself — is because 
they do not allow you to think freely. If you 
agree with them 95 percent and disagree 
on 5 percent, you are essentially excom- 
municated,” Owens has said. “You’re not 
allowed to be a liberal anymore. You’re 
not allowed to be a Democrat anymore.” 

The Blexit website, Blexit.com, con- 
tains many informational stories about 
Democrat and leftist heroes such as Presi- 
dent Lyndon Baines Johnson and Planned 
Parenthood’s Margaret Sanger. People 
such as these, held up as heroes to black 
Americans, were actually very racist indi- 
viduals, with Sanger having even called 
for the extermination of the black race. 

Besides education, Owens believes 
that her fellow black Americans need to 
shed the mantle of victimhood. “If you 
are born black, and you don’t accept 
your natural status as a victim, then the 
validity of your blackness is immediately 
called into question.” 
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Blexit — presumably named after the British vote for 
Brexit, or British exit from the EU — is confronting the 
completely made-up narrative that the Democrats are 
the party that cares about black Americans. 


For decades now, the Left in America 
has been treating black Americans as 
nothing more than a reliable voting bloc, 
without the capability of independent 
thought. 

Movements such as Blexit are encour- 
aging those deceived by the Left to, if not 
convert to conservatism, at least study the 
issues as individuals and not as a member 
of a group. The Walk Away Campaign and 
Blexit are both challenging the notion of 
simply voting with your assigned identity 
group. They are encouraging people to 
actually study issues in order to find out 
what they believe as individuals, not just 
as members of a faction. 

Early on, Robert Welch and the JBS 
knew that individualism and collectivism 
were at war. This breaking away from iden- 
tity groups shows that people yearn to be 
treated as individuals, not just as a part of 
whatever identity or victim group they are 
assigned. And when people study issues as 
individuals instead of as a part of an iden- 
tity group, conservatism and constitutional- 
ism tend to win the battles of ideas. 
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Science and Climate Change 

Not only is the Left getting heat for its big- 
otry and lies having to do with race, it is 
facing ridicule for its pronouncements on 
global warming. 

In October of this year, the United 
Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) issued a report 
with the dire warning that we must com- 
pletely change the way in which we live 
in the next 12 years in order to halt the 
coming of catastrophic climate change. 
The mainstream media and carbon-credit 
salesman Al Gore were quick to scream 
in alarm. 

In the wake of the new IPCC report, 
Gore breathlessly said, “Today the world’s 
leading scientific experts collectively rein- 
forced what Mother Nature has made clear 
— that we need to undergo an urgent and 
rapid transformation to a global clean en- 
ergy economy.” 

Among other things, the IPCC report 
suggests raising taxes on all carbon emis- 
sions. Incredibly, the report suggests a tax 
that would, by 2030, make the price of a 
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A strong economy, the best help for the poor: Help wanted signs are out again as America’s 
economy is going great guns, with unemployment lower than it has been for five decades. 
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gallon of gas in the United States some- 
where around $49. 

Ironically, the report was released at 
about the same time as Australian climate 
researcher Dr. John McLean released the 
results of a first-ever audit of the IPCC’s 
data. The audit showed that data used by 
the IPCC to create models and, by exten- 
sion, the October report, are not just flawed 
but incredibly flawed. One example from 
the erroneous data showed a Colombian 
town that reported an average temperature 
of 176 degrees Fahrenheit for three months. 
Another example showed a Romanian city 
reporting a September average temperature 
of -49 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Many scientists — including some who 
used to consult with the IPCC — have al- 
ready refuted the study. Former IPCC edi- 
tor and retired chairman of the geophys- 
ics department at Stockholm University 
Dr. Nils-Axel Mérner said: “All this talk 
about a disastrous sea-level by 2100 is 
nothing but scaremongering and deliber- 
ate harassment of the public by the IPCC 
and its media proponents.” 

Mérner, an acknowledged expert in 
measuring sea level, explains that, yes, 
sea level is rising, but almost impercepti- 
bly. The fearmongering about it is beyond 
ridiculous. “This poses no threat whatso- 
ever. In New York City, sea-level is ris- 
ing at a rate of +2.84 millimeters per year, 
which would imply an additional rise in 
sea-level by 23.3 centimeters [just over 9 
inches] by 2100, a modest rise that can be 
handled without problems.” 

To put it mildly, the climate models 
used by the IPCC to predict future cli- 
mate conditions are seriously flawed. All 
of them give carbon dioxide far too much 
credit as a control mechanism for global 
temperatures. A Canadian non profit, 
Friends of Science, put it this way: “After 
reviewing the literature and evidence, 
the group concluded that the sun is the 
main driver of climate change, not CO, 
as claimed by the U.N.” 

That conclusion by the Friends of Sci- 
ence may seem obvious, but it needs to be 
repeated again and again. The sun controls 
our climate far more than humans could 
ever hope to. Also, the simple fact is that 
carbon dioxide is plant food. More CO, is 
a good thing, not a bad thing. Plants thrive 
in a CO>-rich atmosphere. As Princeton 
physicist William Happer says, “Benefits 
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that more [carbon dioxide] brings from 
increased agricultural yields and modest 
warming far outweigh any harm.” 

So even on the off-chance that CO, does 
contribute significantly to global warm- 
ing, that would actually be a good thing 
for the most part. More warmth equals 
longer growing seasons and increased ag- 
ricultural production. As the world popu- 
lation continues to grow, more food will 
be needed. As one NASA study shows, 
more carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is 
already leading to a greener Earth, perhaps 
just as God intended. 

Despite claims to the contrary, the en- 
vironment in the United States is actually 
in much better shape than it has been for 
decades. Despite what we are told in the 
media, the fact is that the more developed 
a nation is, the cleaner it tends to be. Our 
water and air are much cleaner than they 
were decades ago. The Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) reports that, 
“levels of particle pollution and ground 
level ozone pollution are substantially 
lower than in the past.” As far as our water 
is concerned, a study by the University 
of California at Berkeley and Iowa State 
concludes there have been “significant 
improvements in U.S. water quality” that, 
not surprisingly, the federal agency attri- 
butes to the Clean Water Act. Our forests, 
despite all the wildfires we hear about, are 
more than a third more vast than they were 
a century ago, according to the U.S. Food 
and Agriculture Organization. 

Worldwide, there are several examples 
of good news concerning the Earth and 
the climate: 
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¢ In January of this year, NASA’s Aura 
satellite showed that even the once-bally- 
hooed hole in the ozone layer over Antarc- 
tica is shrinking. If this “hole” was ever 
a problem, the new study shows that the 
levels of chlorine, which supposedly led 
to the hole in the first place, have dropped 
significantly. Measurements from this 
year show 20-percent-less depletion of the 
ozone layer than when measurements first 
began in 2005. 

¢ Island nations in the Pacific such as 
Tuvalu, thought by climate alarmists to be 
among the first casualties of sea-level rise 
owing to global warming, seem to be doing 
all right. In fact, far from disappearing 
under the ocean, a study by the University 
of Auckland shows the tiny island nation 
has actually grown by 180 acres, roughly 
the size of California’s Disneyland. 

Climate alarmists are so ready to re- 
port doom to the masses that they some- 
times rush to publish as soon as they think 
they’ ve found news of warming anywhere. 
A recent study published in the science 
journal Nature claimed that the warming 
of the oceans was 60-percent higher than 
originally predicted. (Warm oceans have 
been a big subject this year, as the severity 
of Hurricanes Florence and Michael was 
blamed on warmer ocean water.) 

But the authors of the study, from the 
Scripps Institute of Oceanography at UC- 
San Diego and Princeton, were so eager to 
publish their work showing a quickening 
of ocean warming that they failed to prop- 
erly check their math. Multiple errors were 
quickly pointed out by mathematician Nic 
Lewis. Researchers were forced to issue a 


Exit the plantation: “Blexit is the black exit 
from the Democratic Party,” says Candace 

Owens. “It’s the black exit from permanent 
victimhood ... from the false idea that we are 
somehow separate from the rest of America.” 


major correction to their report and con- 
clude that the oceans were not warming up 
all that fast. As usual, the correction was 
not pointed out in the same breathless tone 
that the original study was. 

Climate alarmism — that pseudo-scien- 
tific effort to frighten us all into accepting 
the UN’s globalist agenda — is dying the 
slow and steady death it deserves to die. 

Environmentally speaking, the Earth is 
just not in that bad of a shape. Are there 
problems? Of course there are — some 
pretty serious ones too, such as the Texas- 
sized flotilla of plastic and other garbage 
in the Pacific Ocean. The stunning fact is 
that just five Asian nations — China, Indo- 
nesia, Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam 
— dump more plastic into the oceans than 
the rest of the world combined. But even on 
this front there is good news. 

In September of this year, a collection 
of engineers, researchers, and scientists 
known as Ocean Clean Up began testing 
a system to skim the trash currently in 
the ocean. While the collection system 
is still in the testing phase, the group is 
confident that it will be able to clean up 
50 percent of the current garbage patch 
in five years. As international pressure 
is brought to bear on polluting countries, 
there remains hope that our oceans will 
cease to be garbage dumps. 


Truth Is the Ultimate Weapon 
We live in a world of technology unimag- 
ined when The John Birch Society began 
in 1958. While we may have imagined fly- 
ing cars, which still elude us, who would 
have thought you could watch television 
and movies on wireless devices that could 
also be used as telephones? And who 
imagined that the government could spy 
on you with those same wireless devices? 
Orwell and Huxley perhaps, but few oth- 
ers. While a dark side to these new tech- 
nologies exists, it’s also true that the same 
technologies give the common man a 
weapon to fight against the darkness. 
Information is no longer disseminated 
by just a few television and radio stations 
and daily newspapers. With the advent 
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He might soon have to fly coach: While globalists such as carbon-credit salesman Al Gore keep 
beating the climate-change drum, scientific data keeps piling up against the climate alarmists. 


of the Internet, new media have arisen 
which give us more opportunities to ob- 
tain truth, not just a prescribed narrative 
that we are meant to ingest with no ques- 
tions asked. One citizen journalist with 
a video recorder on his or her phone is 
more likely to get at the truth than any 
vast, agenda-driven network is. 


The truth, after all, is the ultimate 
weapon. 

God has gifted us with a nation whose 
Founders had the foresight to create the 
document that we call the Constitution of 
the United States of America. 

“We the people of the United States, 
in order to form a more perfect union...” 


How Can I Make a Difference? 


GETTING STARTED IS AS EASY AS 1,2,3... 


Sign up for JBS news and action alerts 
e Stay informed with free content 
e Visit www.JBS.org/e-newsletter to sign up now 


Contact your elected representatives 
e Local, state, and federal 
officials represent you 
e Visit www.JBS.org/act-now for 
contact information 


Join The John Birch Society 
e National concerted action 
multiplies your impact 
e Visit www.JBS.org/join to apply 
for membership today 
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“Less government, more responsibility, and — with God’s help — a better world.” 
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No, we aren’t perfect; we cannot be. 
We can only strive to be more perfect. 
The Constitution gives us the room to 
grow, but to grow based upon the princi- 
ples laid out in it. The onset of new tech- 
nologies and new problems, unimagined 
in the late 17th century, are not an excuse 
for a new or reimagined Constitution, as 
some on both sides of the political spec- 
trum would have us believe. Rather, 
these new challenges call for a renewed 
scrutiny of the original words our Found- 
ers gave us. We need to dust off the prin- 
ciples contained in the Constitution and 
move forward accordingly. 

Of course, for those of us who believe 
in God, He is the ultimate reason for op- 
timism. As we make our way through 
this sometimes troubling world, we can 
take comfort in God’s promises. God is 
sovereign; God is truth. Once we discern 
that, we can rest assured, knowing that 
this verse from the Bible is true: “And 
we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to his purpose.” 
— Romans 8:28 
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TRUMP’S RIGHT 


Its an Invasion 


The radical Left wants open borders for the migrant 
caravan to solidify its power and that of Deep State 
globalists who would destroy American sovereignty. 


R. Cort Kirkwood 


hen a mob of Honduran illegal 
aliens began marching north to- 
ward the southern border of the 


United States a few weeks before Hallow- 
een, the radical Left and its auxiliaries in the 
media and Hollywood reacted as expected. 
They portrayed the migrant “caravan” as 
a spontaneous movement of women and 
children who fled “violence” and “feared 
for their lives.” And we heard that President 
Trump, who warned that migrants won’t 
be permitted to enter the United States, is 
a heartless, racist monster. 

Yet even as the Left vilified Trump and 
sought sympathy for the poor, huddled 
masses yearning to breathe free, it con- 
comitantly dismantled its own false nar- 
rative by inadvertently telling the truth. 
The media’s own reporting showed that 
Trump’s view of the “caravan,” which 
picked up Guatemalans and Salvadorans 
on the way, was largely correct: 
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¢ The migrants did not flee violence. 
They want jobs, homes, and welfare in the 
United States. 

¢ The “caravan” is not mostly women 
and children. It is mostly men, many of 
them “stone-cold criminals.” 

¢ The migration is not spontaneous. It is 
organized and well funded. 

¢ The caravan’s organizers have a mis- 
sion: undermine American sovereignty. 

It is, as Trump said, an invasion. 


They’re Coming for Jobs and Welfare 

The first thread that unraveled from the 
narrative tapestry is that the caravan’s 
trudging troops are mostly “refugees.” The 
Associated Press repeatedly reported that 
the migrants fled “violence in their home- 
lands” and even provided the account of 
“transgender” migrants forced to run from 
“violence and discrimination back home.” 
People who errantly think they are the op- 
posite sex aren’t exactly the type of im- 
migrant America needs, but at any rate AP 


IMMIGRATION 


also published a “fact check” of Trump’s 
claim that criminals were hiding in the 
horde. “In fact,” AP averred, “they are 
mostly poor people with few belongings 
who are fleeing gang violence.” Yet few if 
any of the stories, from AP or any media 
outlet, offered evidence of violence or 
persecution and instead merely repeated 
the migrants’ claims. 

Beyond that, the media’s own ac- 
counts, and a major study from the Uni- 
versity of Southern California (USC) 
published at the end of November, also 
proved the claims of persecution and fear 
of violence false. 

First, the study. 

The hard data came from USC’s Na- 
tional Center for Risk and Economic 
Analysis of Terrorism Events in a paper 
published with the Institute for Defense 
Analysis. The center assembled migrants’ 
answers when asked why they left home 
for the United States. The research- 
ers found a remarkably consistent reply. 
“Long-term illegal migration to the United 
States of adults from [Honduras, Guate- 
mala, and El Salvador] has primarily been 
driven by economic motivations,” the cen- 
ter reported. “The primary motivations of 
juvenile migrants from 2011 to the present 
are economic opportunities and reunifica- 
tion with family that migrated previously.” 
As well, “evidence on the impact of crime 
and violence on juvenile migrants is 
mixed,” and the reasons the migrants won’t 
stay in Mexico is, again, economic: “Mex- 
ico offers very little economic gain.... The 
increase in income that a migrant could 
typically expect from migrating to Mexico 
would not justify the costs of doing so.” 
The authors found that the “vast majority 
of migrants report economic incentives as 
the reason for migrating. In 2017, El Sal- 
vador had the largest fraction of respon- 
dents identifying violence as a motivation, 
but even there it was less than 20 percent.” 

Migrants surveyed from 2012 through 
2017 answered consistently. For instance, 
just 10 of the more than 7,000 Guatemalans 
whom Mexico sent home through those 
years said they had fled violence. And in 
2016 and 2017, 100 percent of the Guatema- 
lan migrants whom Mexico sent home said 
they headed north for jobs and a better life. 
In 2016, just three of 871 cited violence as 
the reason for migrating. In 2017, none did. 

Detailing the center’s data from 2012 
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through 2015 is unnecessary, such is their 
consistency; 2016 and 2017 suffice. Gua- 
temala aside, 98 percent of the migrants 
from Honduras and El Salvador cited 
economic reasons as the reason they left 
home in 2016. The figure for Hondurans 
was 97 percent, and for Salvadorans 74 
percent, in 2017. 

Answers from those turned back by 
U.S. authorities are nearly identical. In 
2016, 91 percent of Guatemalans left 
home for the United States for econom- 
ic reasons. In 2017, the number was 95 
percent. For Honduras, it was 96 per- 
cent for both years. For El Salvador, the 
figures were 97 percent and 73 percent. 
And “economic reasons” doesn’t just 
mean finding a job. Once in the United 
States, migrants will graze on a cornuco- 
pia of public benefits: free public educa- 
tion, free healthcare, and myriad welfare 
subsidies. Fifty-one percent of immigrant 
households collect welfare, the Center for 
Immigration Studies reported in 2016. The 
average take for Central American and 
Mexican households is $8,251. 

The report from USC was published in 
November, and only goes through 2017. 
What of the migrants who began their trek 
north a few months ago? The leftist media 
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that repeatedly assured us the migrants 
were “fleeing violence” also detailed 
the stories of those who can’t find work 
and dropped everything to hitch a ride. 
“T got no choice,” a Guatemalan told Fox 
News: “I got to work for a living.” 

“Tt’s time for me to go back to the Unit- 
ed States,” another told the Washington 
Post. “It’s a country where I can live my 
life, unlike Guatemala.” 

Hondurans were equally effusive about 
the prospects for work. “That’s just how it 
is. They catch you and you try to get back,” 
a six-time Honduran deportee told the Post. 
A three-timer asked a simple question: “We 
are workers. What are we supposed to do in 
Honduras if there’s no work?” 

“T looked for work, and nothing,” a Hon- 
duran told AP. Another told NBC that she 
joined the caravan to find work in the Unit- 
ed States and send the money back home. 

Ami Horowitz, who produced a film 
about the caravan, spoke to three men, all 
of whom told him they wanted jobs in the 
United States. “Well, I’m looking for a bet- 
ter life. Economic,” he said. “I wish to get 
there and work there,” said another. A third 
told him work is unavailable in Honduras. 

The migrants offered further proof they 
weren’t seeking asylum when they turned 
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IMMIGRATION 


it down in Mexico, as President Trump 
rightly noted. And that offer from Mexico 
came with the chance to work. 

A migrant summed it up for AP: “Our 
goal is to make it to the [United States]. 
We want passage, that’s all.” 


Migrant Horde Is Mostly Men, and At 
Least 10 Percent Are Criminals 

The falsehood that fear drove the migrants 
to trek for the border isn’t the only tall 
tale the media retailed. They used images 
of women and children to push another 
narrative: The caravan is a long train of 
hapless innocents who can’t protect them- 
selves against evil drug lords at home, and 
now, in flight, must suffer the predations 
of nefarious road agents, sex traffickers, 
and human smugglers. The United States 
must provide asylum. 

The caravan is not mostly women and 
children. It is mostly men, as Fox News 
showed with the Mexican government’s 
data. Of 6,062 migrants in Tijuana at 
November’s end, 3,877 were men, 1,127 
were women, and 1,058 were children. So 
63 percent of the caravan was men. And 
2,000 more migrants, at the time of the 
report, were marching from Mexicali. If 
the share of men holds, that means another 
1,260 were destined for Tijuana. 

Filmmaker Horowitz estimated that 
90-95 percent are men, a number that his 
images of the caravan supported, and even 
leftist MSNBC inadvertently reported the 
truth. “The truth is ... the majority of them 
are men,” a reporter on the scene told and 
showed viewers. And why were those 
men in that caravan? “Some of these men 
have not articulated that need for asylum,” 
MSNBC’s man on the ground said. “In- 
stead, they have talked about, you know, 
going to the United States for a better life 
and to find work.” 

Of course, many of those men are crimi- 
nals. U.S. authorities have estimated that 
about 10 percent of the roughly 6,000 mi- 
grants in Tijuana are criminals. “We have 
information of participation of over 500 
individuals with criminal records as part 
of the caravan,” said Kevin McAleenan, 
commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border 


Ami Horowitz, who produced a film about the 
migrant caravan, filmed a highly organized, 
motorized effort whose members are looking 
for work, not asylum. 
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Not mainly families in need: Mexican officials revealed that nearly two-thirds of the migrants in 
Tijuana are men. An eyewitness report from leftist MSNBC confirmed likewise. 


Protection. “That is gathered through direct 
engagement, as well as information sharing 
with our government of Mexico partners.” 

Yet the media insisted that the admin- 
istration did not offer evidence for the 
claims. If the media don’t believe that 10 
percent of the caravan are criminals, per- 
haps they can explain why Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement had to kick 
226,199 criminal aliens out of the country 
in fiscal 2017. 

Proving Trump’s point, border agents 
collared a member of MS-13, the satanic 
Salvadoran gang, hiding in a group of 
60 migrants trying to enter the country 
through Calexico. The Border Patrol rou- 
tinely arrests gang members attempting 
illegal entry. Gang members would be 
stupid not to hide in the horde of illegal 
aliens in Tijuana. 


“Gassing Children” 

Perhaps the worst lie the Left peddled 
was that the Border Patrol “gassed” 
women and children at the San Ysidro 
port of entry on Thanksgiving weekend. 
The migrants kept their promise to storm 
the border station between San Diego and 
Tijuana. They hurled rocks and other pro- 
jectiles at American border agents, who 
answered appropriately with tear gas and 
pepper spray. But that wasn’t the story, at 
least at first. 

Democrats, Hollywood leftists, and 
media Marxists immediately denounced 
Trump. “Migrants at our border are look- 
ing for help,” Representative Carolyn B. 
Maloney (D-N.Y.) falsely tweeted. “Yet, 
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instead of greeting them w understanding, 
you deploy tear gas. Shameful & disgust- 
ing.” Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) 
offered an opinion, too: “Children who 
approach our country looking for asylum 
should be welcomed with open arms, not 
with tear gas.” 

Hollywood has-beens Rob Reiner, who 
played Meathead on All in the Family, and 
George Takei, Star Trek's Mr. Sulu, de- 
nounced Trump for “gassing babies” and 
“firing tear gas at young children.” Sec- 
ond-rate actress Alyssa Milano F-bombed 
Trump and called him an “evil creature 
person.” 

The media bombarded Americans 
with the same propaganda line: “The 
firing of tear gas at toddlers, properly 
understood, is an act of mercy by the 
Trump administration,” the Washington 
Posts Dana Milbank sarcastically wrote. 
“What could be more threatening to U.S. 
military personnel than a vast army of 
pipsqueaks, lacking potty training and 
running dangerously low on diapers?” 
So Trump is uniquely evil. Women and 
children — an “army of pipsqueaks” — 
marched for weeks to seek asylum, only 
to receive a mailed fist from the heart- 
less racist in the White House. It was an- 
other big lie. The illegal-alien invaders 
who rushed the border used women and 
children as the tip of their spear. “They 
pushed women and children up front,” 
Brandon Judd, president of the National 
Border Patrol Council, told the Daily 
Caller. “And then behind those women 
and children, they started throwing rocks, 
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cement bricks, they started throwing bot- 
tles at our Border Patrol agents.” 

But the attack’s organizers rightly an- 
ticipated a hysterical tale of agents attack- 
ing “toddlers.” 

The truth about the attack surfaced 
concomitantly with an even more telling 
datum. Trump’s Border Patrol reacted 
no differently than President Obama’s. 
In 2013, border agents reacted likewise 
against a similar attack. As well, Obama’s 
border cops used gas and pepper on illegal 
aliens 513 times between 2012 and 2016. 


Why the Caravan? 

Yet the most significant lie about the “car- 
avan” is what started it. It is not a spon- 
taneous migration, as the radical Left and 
the elitist Deep State allies would have us 
believe. 

Migrants admitted reading about the 
caravan on social media. The media fre- 
quently quoted caravan “leaders” and 
“organizers.” Those leaders have “wea- 
ponized” the migrants to undermine U.S. 
sovereignty, analyst Ana Quintana of the 
Heritage Foundation wrote. The “caravan 
was organized by Bartolo Fuentes, a for- 
mer Honduran legislator and member of 
the radical leftist Libre party.” Fuentes 
was arrested in Guatemala, and Mexican 
cops collared an organizer who worked 
for the notorious leftist open-borders 
group Pueblo Sin Fronteras — People 
Without Borders. 

Horowitz’s film shows activists organ- 
izing and herding migrants onto buses. 
“There was a massive logistical effort un- 
derway akin to moving an army,” he report- 
ed with supporting video, that “is clearly 
costing someone millions of dollars for the 
transportation, food, water, medicine and 
services that are being provided for the 
members of the Caravan.” Far from depict- 
ing an inchoate band of disorganized, hap- 
less migrants, Horowitz’s footage showed a 
motorized and well-fed, well-watered, and 
well-managed movement. 

Whoever pays the bill, groups such as 
Pueblo Sin Fronteras that aid and abet this 
invasion are pushing the invaders north 
for ideological reasons. They do the grunt 
work for the globalist Deep Staters who 
seek open borders, then a stateless world 
and planetary government. 

Border-crashing migrants are a means 
to that end. 
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TARNISHED BRASS: 
DEEP STATE MILITARISTS VS. TRUMP 


The one-world globalists have achieved a near stranglehold on the leadership of our 
military and intelligence agencies — with devastating results. 


by William F. Jasper 


GG A rchitect of bin Laden raid: Trump ‘threatens the 


Constitution’ when he attacks the media.” That 

was the title of a CNN story by Jake Tapper and 
Devan Cole on November 18, highlighting statements of retired 
Admiral William H. McRaven. “I stand by my comment that 
the President’s attack on the media is the greatest threat to our 
democracy in my lifetime,” McRaven stated, referring to remarks 
he made in February 2017 to journalism students at the Univer- 
sity of Texas in Austin. “When you undermine the people’s right 
to a free press and freedom of speech and expression, then you 
threaten the Constitution and all for which it stands,” the four-star 
admiral told CNN. 

CNN’s broadcast of Admiral McRaven’s jabs at President 
Trump was echoed by all the usual media suspects: the New 
York Times, NBC, ABC, the Washington Post, Yahoo, AOL, etc. 
Many of them were reposts of the Huffington Post article entitled 
“Osama Bin Laden Hunter Slams Trump Behavior As ‘Greatest 
Threat To Our Democracy.’” But as we will see below, there is 
much more to the admiral’s attack than appears on the surface. 
It was part and parcel of an ongoing effort by military and intel- 
ligence flunkies of the Deep State shadow government to under- 
mine the president. 

Admiral McRaven had turned his University of Texas speech 
back in 2017 into an op-ed that was widely circulated by the 
anti-Trump media as a stern rebuke to the president for his criti- 
cism of much (but not all) of the media. In his opinion piece, 
McRaven told of speaking to “bright aspiring young journalists” 
who “were troubled by the President’s recent Tweet describing 
the news media as ‘the enemy of the American people.’” The 
admiral assured them “that not only did I disagree with that sen- 
timent; I viewed it as perhaps the greatest threat to democracy 
in my lifetime.” 

“In my sixty years, most of the serious threats to our nation 
have come from the outside: the Cold War, the Vietnam War, ter- 
rorism and the wars that followed,” McRaven told the students. 
However, he warned darkly, “never has the government openly 
challenged the idea of a free press.” 


It’s not a surprise, then, that 24/7 anti-Trump CNN promi- 
nently promoted an op-ed by Professor David Wheeler, entitled 

“McRaven for president in 2020.” 
Deep State loyalists: Admiral William McRaven is one of the most Since this charge, that President Trump wants to subvert the 
prominent flag officers to join in the globalist effort to undermine U.S. Constitution and eviscerate the First Amendment, has been 
President Trump. thrown at President Trump repeatedly — and continues to be 
Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 21 
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DEEP STATE 


The Trump tweet that launched his famous attack on 
Fake News was unleashed on February 17, 2017. No 
fair reading of it can mistake it for a blanket assault on 
freedom of the press or the First Amendment, as his 


attackers claim. 


endlessly recycled by the media elites — it 
is worth reminding ourselves of the actual 
text and context of the president’s tweets 
and comments in this regard. 

The Trump tweet that launched his fa- 
mous attack on Fake News was unleashed 
on February 17, 2017. No fair reading of it 
can mistake it for a blanket assault on free- 
dom of the press or the First Amendment, 
as his attackers claim. Here is the verbatim 
tweet that launched a thousand editorials 
and heated denunciations: “The FAKE 
NEWS media (failing @nytimes, @NBC- 
News, @ABC, @CBS, @CNN) is not my 
enemy, it is the enemy of the American 
People!” Very clearly, the president was 
singling out specific media culprits, not 
the entire Fourth Estate, for spreading fake 
news. Of course, the list could have been 
much longer, since dozens of additional 
“news” platforms — Newsweek, Time, 
PBS, NPR, Associated Press, Vox, Daily 
Beast, etc. — repeatedly have been shown 
to be not only enemies of the American 
people, but enemies also of truth, decency, 
civility, and the Constitution. 

President Trump has reiterated and 
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clarified his attacks on the purveyors of 
Fake News many times since. On August 
2, 2018, for instance, President Trump 
tweeted: “They asked my daughter Ivanka 
whether or not the media is the enemy of 
the people. She correctly said no. It is the 
FAKE NEWS, which is a large percent- 
age of the media, that is the enemy of the 
people!” he tweeted. 

But from the continuing screeches and 
wails from the media moralists one would 
assume that President Trump is about to 
round up reporters, editors, and pundits 
for imprisonment, thumbscrew torture, 
and summary execution. It was to be ex- 
pected that the establishment media herd 
would close ranks and dishonestly attempt 
to portray the president’s criticism of spe- 
cific media outlets as a dangerous attack 
on the First Amendment. Trump’s charge 
resonates with so much of the American 
electorate because it is so obviously true, 
and any sentient being can see it con- 
firmed many times daily in broadcasts 
and print stories across the “mainstream” 
media universe. 


Reasons for the Attacks 

The desperation of the media elites 
is understandable. Not only did they 
shamelessly flack for Hillary Clinton 
and demonize Donald Trump during 
the 2016 elections, they also arrogant- 
ly forecast a Clinton landslide victory. 
To say they had egg on their faces is 
an understatement. A national survey 
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The FAKE NEWS media (failing @nytimes, 
@NBCNews, @ABC, @CBS, @CNN) is not 
my enemy, it is the enemy of the American 


of more than 2,000 adults in 2016 by the 
Associated Press-NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research and the American Press 
Institute found that only six percent said 
they have a lot of trust in the media. By 
contrast, polls have consistently shown 
that Americans have a high degree of trust 
in the U.S. military. A Gallup poll earlier 
this year, for instance, found 74 percent 
of Americans express a “great deal” of 
confidence in the armed services, and 20 
percent express “some” confidence. Only 
five percent expressed having “very little” 
or no trust in the military. 

According to Gallup and other polls, 
our military enjoys positive ratings far 
above the presidency, Congress, religious 
institutions, and the media. This military 
trust factor is the reason why we see mili- 
tary men such as McRaven being put for- 
ward to attack President Trump and to pro- 
mote the liberal, globalist agenda. While 
stories about Admiral McRaven play up 
his Navy SEAL career and his role as the 
commander of the U.S. Special Operations 
Command overseeing the mission that 
killed Osama bin Laden, they usually fail 
to mention another very important point in 
his vita: his leadership position in the un- 
American, globalist-minded Council on 
Foreign Relations (CFR). Admiral McRa- 
ven is not merely a member of the council, 
but also sits on its board of directors, as 
well as being a director of its Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and its National Pro- 
gram Committee. 

Does that matter? Let’s look at some of 
the reasons why it does, and how it plays 
into his attacks on President Trump. Mil- 
lions of Americans already familiar with 
the notorious history of the council rec- 
ognize the CFR as the premier brain trust 
of the organized forces promoting world 
government and the destruction of national 
sovereignty. The council, which was found- 
ed in 1921, will soon celebrate its cente- 
nary. For the past 
century, its members 
have been extending 
their influence in the 
federal government, 
academia, the media, 
business, finance, 
think tanks, activ- 
ist NGOs, the mili- 
tary, and intelligence 
agencies. 
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Chain of command? Obama National Security Advisor General James Jones said he took his “daily 


orders” from Henry Kissinger (right) and Brent Scowcroft (center), both leading CFR one-worlders. 


The late Admiral Chester Ward de- 
nounced the CFR as a clique of “one- 
world-global-government ideologists” 
formed for the “purpose of promoting dis- 
armament and submergence of U.S. sov- 
ereignty and national independence into 
an all-powerful one-world government.” 
Admiral Ward was not criticizing the 
CFR as an outsider. He had been invited 
to join the CFR in 1959. He did join the 
prestigious and influential “study group,” 
and he maintained his membership for 
the better part of two decades. However, 
he became convinced that the organiza- 
tion was dangerous and subversive. In his 
1975 book, Kissinger on the Couch, co- 
authored with Phyllis Schlafly, he charged 
that the “lust to surrender the sovereignty 
and independence of the United States is 
pervasive throughout most of the member- 
ship.” Moreover, he added: “In the entire 
CFR lexicon, there is no term of revulsion 
carrying a meaning so deep as ‘America 
First.’” This was back in 1975, keep in 
mind. Did Donald Trump know he was 
going to be taking on the entire CFR es- 
tablishment if he adopted a true America 
First agenda? 

Although currently numbering only 
5,095 members, the organization’s reach 
and influence is formidable. According to 
the CFR’s 2018 Annual Report (its latest, 
released in October), its members are stra- 
tegically placed in government (457 mem- 
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bers), media and news services (319), edu- 
cation (1,107), financial institutions (768), 
and nonprofit and international institu- 
tions (999), as well as law and consulting, 
information technology, medicine and 
healthcare, and other important sectors. 
The annual report does not give a separate 
listing for the number of its members that 
are active and retired military officers, but 
as we will see, it is beyond merely “sig- 
nificant.” Indeed, it is appalling that the 
organization whose members “lust to sur- 
render the sovereignty and independence 
of the United States” has been so success- 
ful in placing many of its members as top 
officers of our uniformed services. 

Admiral Ward described the council’s 
modus operandi, as he had witnessed it 
from his vantage point. “Once the ruling 
members of CFR have decided that the 
U.S. Government should adopt a particu- 
lar policy,” he wrote, “the very substantial 
research facilities of CFR are put to work 
to develop arguments, intellectual and 
emotional, to support the new policy, and 
to confound and discredit, intellectually 
and politically, any opposition.” 

“The most articulate theoreticians and 
ideologists prepare related articles, aided 
by the research, to sell the new policy and 
to make it appear inevitable and irresist- 
ible,” Admiral Ward continued. “By fol- 
lowing the evolution of this propaganda 
in the most prestigious scholarly journal in 
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the world, Foreign Affairs, anyone can de- 
termine years in advance what the future 
defense and foreign policies of the United 
States will be. If a certain proposition 
is repeated often enough in that [CFR] 
journal, then the U.S. Administration in 
power — be it Republican or Democratic 
— begins to act as if that proposition or 
assumption were an established fact.” 

In his important 1995 exposé Chang- 
ing Commands: The Betrayal of Americas 
Military, John F. McManus methodically 
detailed the decades-long process by 
which the CFR elites have politicized 
our military services by insinuating their 
members into top command posts and 
service academies, as well as by recruit- 
ing officers as “military fellows” to study 
under CFR tutelage. 

McManus points out that the CFR 
was formally (but quietly) brought in to 
help manage the U.S. State Department 
in 1939, by Assistant Secretary of State 
George Messersmith, a CFR member. 
World War II was already raging, but the 
United States had not yet gotten in. The 
joint DOS/CFR effort was known as the 
War and Peace Studies Project and was 
funded by the Rockefeller Foundation. 
By 1940, they had fellow CFR members 
Henry Stimson and John J. McCloy (later 
chairman of the CFR) brought in as Roo- 
sevelt’s secretary of war and assistant 
secretary of war. “Stimson and McCloy 
began a transformation within our mili- 
tary which saw leadership of the Armed 
Forces pass from men who were primarily 
military professionals to men who could 
justly be classified politicians in uniform,” 
McManus related. 

Prominent CFR “politicians in uni- 
form” who have served as chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, McManus noted, 
include General Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
General Lyman L. Lemnitzer, General 
Maxwell D. Taylor, Admiral William J. 
Crowe, Jr., and General Colin L. Powell. 
Since his book was published, additional 
CFR members who have occupied that 
top U.S. military position include Gen- 
eral Richard B. Myers and Admiral Mi- 
chael G. Mullen. Other prominent CFR 
members in military leadership include 
General David H. Petraeus, General 
Stanley A. McChrystal, General Wesley 
K. Clark, Admiral Jay L. Johnson, Admi- 
ral Gary Roughead, and Admiral James 
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Jay M. Siegel, United States. Navy. 
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According to Gallup and other polls, our military 
enjoys positive ratings far above the presidency, 
Congress, religious institutions, and the media. This 
military trust factor is the reason why we see military 
men such as McRaven being put forward to attack 


President Trump. 


G. Stavridis (a current CFR director), to 
name but a few. 

The CFR 2018 Annual Report informs 
us (on page 10) that “another way the 
Council has impact is by developing talent. 
One way we do so is through our fellow- 
ship programs.” The CFR’s International 
Affairs Fellowship (IAF), established in 
1967, “aims to create more scholar prac- 
titioners,” and now boasts adjunct IAFs 
in Canada, Japan, and India. In addition, 
the CFR has an Edward R. Murrow Press 
Fellowship “for distinguished foreign cor- 
respondents or editors,” and a National 
Intelligence Fellowship for senior intel- 


ligence officers. “The Council also has a 
military fellowship program,” the report 
states, “which brings an officer from each 
of the five service branches to CFR for a 
year.” “The Council has now hosted some 
150 Military Fellows, seventy Murrow 
Fellows, and twenty Intelligence Fel- 
lows,” the report notes, and then boasts: 
“Among the Council’s military fellowship 
alumni, more than half have gone on to be 
promoted to admiral or general.” 

The annual report also provides a pho- 
tograph from the CFR’s Robert B. McKe- 
on Endowed Series on Military Strategy 
and Leadership featuring CFR member 

Admiral John M. Richard- 
son, chief of naval operations, 
U.S. Navy; General David L. 
Goldfein, chief of staff, U.S. 

Air Force; Admiral Paul F. 


PHYLLIS SC HILAPLY 
AND 
CHESTER WARD 


Nissinger 


ON THE COUCH 


Treachery exposed: Admiral Chester Ward, a long-time CFR member, denounced the CFR for 
its pervasive “lust to surrender the sovereignty and independence of the United States” to a 


world government. 
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Zukunft, commandant, U.S. Coast Guard; 
and General James C. McConville, vice 
chief of staff, U.S. Army. Helping lead 
panel discussion was NPR international 
correspondent (and CFR member) Debo- 
rah S. Amos. 

Consider the following remarkable 
statement made by President Barack 
Obama’s National Security Advisor Gen- 
eral James L. Jones at the 45th Munich 
Conference on Security Policy on Feb- 
ruary 8, 2009 (which was published on 
the web page of the Council on Foreign 
Relations). “Thank you for that wonder- 
ful tribute to Henry Kissinger yesterday,” 
General Jones said. “Congratulations. As 
the most recent National Security Advisor 
of the United States, I take my daily orders 
from Dr. Kissinger, filtered down through 
General Brent Scowcroft and Sandy Ber- 
ger, who is also here. We have a chain of 
command in the National Security Coun- 
cil that exists today.” 

Keep in mind that Henry Kissinger 
is now, and was at the time of General 
Jones’ comment, a private citizen. He is 
the éminence grise of the CFR, a longtime 
member and former director. The CFR has 
honored him by establishing an endowed 
Henry A. Kissinger Chair in U.S. Foreign 
Policy. This is the same Henry Kissinger 
who, as secretary of state, commented, 
when informed that a policy he was con- 
templating was illegal: “The illegal we do 
immediately; the unconstitutional takes a 
little longer.” Unfortunately, as his ac- 
tions showed, he was not joking. Much the 
same can be said for General Scowcroft, 
also a former CFR director. A protégé of 
Kissinger’s in the Nixon administration, 
he became one of the political generals 
who has carried out the betrayal of Amer- 
ica’s military through several administra- 
tions. He has been rewarded financially 
by being made vice chairman of Kissinger 
Associates, which helped him launch his 
own business consulting firm, The Scow- 
croft Group. 

Admiral McRaven’s attacks on Presi- 
dent Trump should be seen in the context 
of the relentless Deep State efforts, led 
by CFR minions in the media, academia, 
government, business, and elsewhere, to 
stymie and discredit every attempt by the 
Trump administration to roll back any 
part of their program for what they call 
the New World Order. 
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What Is Destroying 


Our World? 


After the deadliest wildfire in California history, liberals 
blame capitalism and global warming for environmental 
damage, while opponents cite government and socialism. 


by Troy Anderson 


s the deadliest, most destructive 
Asi in California history 

burned the town of Paradise in 
November, President Donald Trump at- 
tributed the fire to “gross mismanage- 
ment” of the state’s forests. 

“There is no reason for these massive, 
deadly and costly forest fires in California 
except that forest management is so poor,” 
Trump wrote on Twitter. “Billions of dol- 
lars are given each year, with so many 
lives lost, all because of gross misman- 
agement of the forests. Remedy now, or 
no more Fed payments!” 

California Governor Jerry Brown, 
speaking at a press conference the day 
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after Trump made the remarks, fired back, 
attributing the state’s wildfires to global 
warming. 

“This is not the new normal,” Brown 
said. “This is the new abnormal, and this 
new abnormal will continue certainly in 
the next 10 to 15 years. We’re going to 
have to invest more and more in adap- 
tation. It’s not millions. It’s billions and 
tens and probably hundreds of billions [of 
dollars].” 

Brown also said that “those who deny” 
man-made climate change are “definitely 
contributing” to the wildfires. 

“Managing the forests in every way 
we can does not stop climate change, and 
those who deny that are definitely con- 
tributing to the tragedies that we’re now 
witnessing, and will continue to witness in 
the coming years,” Brown said. 

Afterward, Brown was joined by a cho- 
rus of mainstream-media pundits, celebri- 
ties, and others who agreed that climate 
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Politics’ consequences: A firefighter battles 
the Woolsey Fire in Simi Valley, California 

in November. The fire killed three people 

and burned more than 1,600 structures, 
including the homes of celebrities such as 
rocker Neil Young. 


change is behind not only wildfires, but 
many other natural disasters in America 
and around the world. 

“California is vulnerable — not because 
of poor forest management as DT (our so- 
called president) would have us think,” 
wrote rocker Neil Young, one of many ce- 
lebrities such as actor Gerard Butler and 
singer Miley Cyrus who lost their South- 
ern California homes to the Woolsey Fire. 
“As a matter of fact, this is not a forest fire 
that rages on as I write this. We are vul- 
nerable because of Climate Change; the 
extreme weather events and our extended 
drought is part of it. Our temperatures are 
higher than ever here in our hottest sum- 
mer on record. California is a paradise for 
us all. We are sad not to be able to defend 
it against Mother Nature’s wrath.” 

A few days later, Interior Secretary 
Ryan Zinke joined the debate, blaming 
radical environmentalists for blocking 
proper management of the forests and 
causing dangerous conditions that con- 
tribute to wildfires. 

“When [there is] lawsuit after lawsuit 
by, yes, the radical environmental groups 
that would rather burn down the entire for- 
est than cut a single tree or thin the forest, 
then it’s easy to find who is suing and who 
promulgates these destructive policies,” 
Zinke said. “Take a look at who’s suing — 
every time there’s a thinning project. The 
density of dead and dying trees is higher. 
When nature alone takes its course with- 
out management, there are consequences.” 

The remarks by Trump and Zinke, on 
one hand, and those by Brown and Young 
on the other, highlight one of the most 
contentious debates of the modern world. 

This controversy is not only about wheth- 
er climate change or mismanagement of the 
forests is the catalyst for wildfires. This 
debate also involves a colossal battle be- 
tween globalists and nationalists, a massive 
indoctrination campaign of youth into the 
purported virtues of socialism and the dan- 
gers of climate change, and whether nations 
around the planet will ultimately advance 
toward some form of world government. 
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“Since the 1960s, the environmental 
left has had the same solutions regard- 
less of the current environmental scare 
of the day,” Mare Morano, publisher of 
the Climate Depot website, a former Re- 
publican political aide, and author of The 
Politically Incorrect Guide to Climate 
Change, told THE NEW AMERICAN. “The 
solution is global governance, central 
planning, wealth redistribution, and loss 
of national sovereignty to international 
bodies. They started this in the late 1960s 
chiefly with overpopulation 
— the Paul Ehrlich [author 
of The Population Bomb] 
scare, resource scarcity, and 
other environmental con- 
cerns at the time, and always 
the same solution.” 

Global warming is merely 
the latest environmental scare 
with the same solution, Mo- 
rano says. 

“In my book, I interviewed 
Naomi Klein, who has a book 
called This Changes Every- 
thing: Capitalism vs. The 
Climate. They are very open 
by saying that capitalism is 
not compatible with a livable 
climate. ‘We must get rid of 
this [capitalism]. This has to 
be overthrown.’ In fact, the 
latest [United Nations] report 
featured many climate activ- 
ists and one of them said, 
‘This report makes it clear 
that we cannot have capital- 
ism any further. It’s destroy- 
ing the planet.’” 


Is Capitalism 

Destroying the Planet? 
This message, now drilled 
into young people’s heads 
from kindergarten through 
college graduation and be- 
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yond, has convinced a sizeable propor- 
tion of America’s young people, and 
increasingly older generations, that not 
only is climate change destroying the 
planet and their future, but that socialism 
is the answer. 

A recent Gallup poll found that 51 per- 
cent of young people now prefer social- 
ism over capitalism — a trend that has 
accelerated since socialist Bernie Sanders 
challenged Hillary Clinton for the Dem- 
ocratic presidential nomination in 2016 


For untouched (but burn-prone) wilderness: |n the 1990s, radical 
environmentalists lived in trees to prevent logging. Now they work in 
government. 
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and, more recently, Alexandria Ocasio- 
Cortez, a member of the Democratic So- 
cialists of America, won the Democratic 
nomination in New York’s 14th Congres- 
sional District. 

“TSocialism] has become hip,” Morano 
says. Climate change and socialism fit 
“together because the youth are the ones 
being most severely indoctrinated on 
climate change. They are basically told 
that you can’t have single family homes, 
you can’t have modern appliances unless 
they’re completely de-neutered of power 
and regulated, you can’t eat meat, you 
must limit your plane travel, etc.” 

“There are all these limits on modern so- 
ciety in order to essentially pay homage to 
the planet, and it’s all being dovetailed per- 
fectly with this whole Bernie Sanders, Oc- 
asio-Cortez sort-of-in-vogue socialism that 
capitalism is the enemy, it’s destroying their 
planet, and that every time there is a hur- 
ricane, a flood, a tornado, a fire, 
that’s because of our economic 
system. It adds another layer 
[of ammunition] that they can 
argue that we must reform our 
economic system and address 
climate change. In other words, 
[the globalists] need the crisis be- 
cause people wouldn’t otherwise 
agree to change their ways unless 
there was this crisis.” 


Is Climate Change 

or Forest Mismanagement 
Behind the Wildfires? 

In the wake of the wildfires in 
California, along with a series 
of devastating hurricanes and 
other natural disasters that have 
battered the United States in re- 
cent years, this debate is going 
to intensify exponentially in the 
months and years ahead, espe- 
cially given the stunning death 
toll of the Camp Fire in Para- 
dise, about 100 miles north of 
Sacramento. 

As of late November, of- 
ficials said, the fire had killed 
88 people. Since it started on 
November 8, the fire had de- 
stroyed nearly 14,000 homes, 
over 500 businesses, and more 
than 4,200 other buildings. 
The fire had burned more than 


THE NEW AMERICAN @ DECEMBER 24, 2018 


as California Governor Jerry Brown listens during a visit to the Camp Fire in Paradise, California. 
The fire killed at least 88 people, and 196 remain missing. 


153,000 acres, an area about the size of 
Chicago. And the death toll could grow 
— significantly. According to the Butte 
County Sheriff’s Office, 196 people re- 
main missing. 

Meanwhile, the Woolsey Fire in South- 
ern California killed three people, burned 
more than 96,000 acres, and destroyed 
1,600 structures before it was contained 
on Thanksgiving Day. 

About a week after their contentious ex- 
change, Trump and Brown toured the dev- 
astation in Paradise. When asked about the 
role of climate change in the fires, Trump 
said he believed that there were “a lot of 
factors” involved in the fires, including the 
“management factor.” 

For many years, Brown and environ- 
mental groups have claimed that climate 
change is triggering the wildfires in Cali- 
fornia, but the temperature has been about 
the same thus far this century. 

“The temperature hasn’t gone up ap- 
preciably over the past three decades in 
California,” says H. Sterling Burnett, 
senior fellow of environmental policy 
at the Heartland Institute and managing 
editor of Environment & Climate News. 
“It may have gone up a degree in Fahr- 
enheit, a half-degree Celsius (since the 
1880s globally), but that’s not enough to 
account for this huge change in wildfire 
damages since the 1990s. It’s been warmer 
in the past. Also, the government’s own 
data, and irrefutable studies, have shown 
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that the world is not becoming more arid. 
We’re not having less rainfall. We are not 
having longer and more severe periods of 
drought, but that’s true for the world as 
well as California.” 

So, what conditions have changed? 

“Tt’s not the temperature and it’s not the 
aridity of the soil, or the climate, so that 
can’t be causing these fires, or even be a 
significant contributing factor,” Burnett 
says. “By contrast, a lot has changed in 
the management of forests and lands in 
California, both in the last three decades, 
but even longer than that.” 


Decades of Dying Forests 

For decades after it was established in 
1905, the U.S. Forest Service built thou- 
sands of miles of roads into the forests, 
not primarily to suppress forest fires, but 
to facilitate logging. The Forest Service, 
after all, is part of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

“Trees on national forests were consid- 
ered crops to be harvested to provide wood 
for homes and businesses throughout the 
country,” Burnett says. “But in the 1970s 
and 80s, they started to change the man- 
agement of those forests, and following 
the [President] Reagan years, [the man- 
agement ideology] really turned over.” 

In the 1970s, Congress passed laws 
such as the National Environmental Policy 
Act and the Endangered Species Act that 
resulted in time-consuming and cost-pro- 


hibitive restrictions and requirements that 
have made the scientific management of 
forests nearly impossible. 

It was during those years that envi- 
ronmental groups began filing lawsuits 
to stop clear-cutting, a practice in which 
most or all trees are cut down, leaving an 
ecological eyesore and disrupting wildlife 
habitats such as those of the northern spot- 
ted owl — the first in a series of endan- 
gered species that became symbols and a 
cause célébre for environmentalists. 

These groups placed concerted pres- 
sure on states and the federal govern- 
ment, along with timber companies, to 
stop clear-cutting. But once the practice 
was halted, the environmental groups con- 
tinued to file lawsuits, ultimately resulting 
in anew forestry management philosophy 
to let trees and underbrush grow largely 
unabated in California and other states. 

At the time in the 1980s, the nation was 
logging about 12 billion board feet of tim- 
ber annually from national forests. That 
figure has dropped to less than two billion 
board feet annually today — an 80-percent 
decline. In California alone, the number 
of sawmills dropped from 149 in 1981 to 
27 in 2017. 

“At the same time, we were actively rip- 
ping roads out of the national forests so 
when a forest fire starts in some remote 
location, firefighters can no longer get to it 
readily to stop it before it reaches a popu- 
lated area because there are no roads there, 
so you have to use helicopters and air- 
planes to drop water on it,” Burnett says. 

“When forests burn under the policies 
that were implemented after Reagan — I 
call them ‘burn, baby, burn’ policies — 
they let nature take its course. ‘Oh, let 
nature reclaim itself.’ I’m sorry, nature 
doesn’t replant trees in soil that’s been 
burned so hot that it’s sterile. It takes ac- 
tive intervention, and nature doesn’t re- 
move dead and dying timber that has been 
created by overgrowth.” 

Today, many of the national forests 
are overgrown, with 300 to 900 trees per 
acre, whereas in the past it was 60 to 90 
trees per acre. So when insect infestations 
occur, the bugs easily hop from tree to tree 
and wipe out entire forests, leaving dead 
and dying timber to dry out and turn into 
a veritable tinder box. Then when light- 
ning strikes, someone gets careless with a 
camp fire, or a power line sparks, a nearly 
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unstoppable inferno erupts because the 
forest has not been logged in decades, 
it’s full of combustible undergrowth and 
dying trees, and most of the roads to get 
into the area have been ripped out in the 
name of letting “nature take its course.” 

“The wildfire crisis facing our forests 
across the West comes down to a simple 
adage,” U.S. Representative Tom Mc- 
Clintock (R-Calif.) said last year in a 
speech entitled “We Are Running Out of 
Forests to Save.” “Excess timber comes 
out of the forest one way or the other. It 
is either carried out, or it burns out. But it 
comes out.” 

After 45 years of experience with these 
environmental laws — all passed with the 
promise they would improve the forest en- 
vironment — McClintock said the public 
is entitled to ask, “How is the forest envi- 
ronment doing?” 

“All around us, the answer is damning,” 
he said. “These laws have not only failed 
to improve our forest environment — they 
are literally killing our forests.” 

One of the most common refrains peo- 
ple hear about the causes of the wildfires 
is “that old dependable, climate change,” 
McClintock said. 

“Let’s put that to the smell test. 
Throughout our vast forests, it is often 
very easy to visually identify the property 
lines between well-managed private for- 
ests and the neglected federal lands — I’ve 
seen it myself on aerial inspections. The 
managed forests are green, healthy and 
thriving. The neglected federal forests are 
densely overcrowded and often scarred 
by fire because we can’t even salvage the 
fire-killed timber while it still has value. 
How clever of the climate to know exactly 
what the boundary between private and 
government lands is!” 

At an oversight hearing called “Seek- 
ing Better Management of America’s 
Overgrown, Fire-Prone National Forests” 
before the U.S. House Committee on 
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Expensive tree houses: The Camp Fire in Paradise, California, leveled residences and is now 
considered the country’s deadliest wildfire in over a century. When unlogged forests contain 


houses, they both tend to burn together. 


Natural Resources last year, Steve Brink, 
vice president of public resources at the 
California Forestry Association, testified 
that the national forests in California are 
“in trouble.” 

“The 8.8 million acres of productive 
forest land on these forests are grossly 
overly dense; recently experienced 5-plus 
years of drought; experience wildfires 
that on average burn 322,000 acres per 
year; and now are experiencing a major 
insect and disease epidemic that has 
killed trees on 4.5 million acres,” Brink 
testified. “About 2 million of the 4.5 mil- 
lion acres affected [by insect and disease 
epidemics] on the national forests are up 
to 85 percent dead.” 


Brown Vetoes Bill to 

Reduce Wildfire Risks 

Despite these and many other warnings 
about the dire state of the national forests, 
Brown and environmental groups have 


adamantly opposed most plans to mitigate 
wildfire risks. 

In 2016, Brown vetoed a critical wild- 
fire safety bill, even though it was unani- 
mously approved by both houses of the 
California Legislature, that would have 
better safeguarded fire-prone communities 
in the state. The bill, SB 1463, sponsored 
by California State Senator John Moor- 
lach, a Costa Mesa Republican, was aimed 
at reducing wildfire risks from power lines 
and utility equipment that have become 
the focus of the cause of the recent wild- 
fires in California. The bill was designed 
to address wildfires caused by sparking 
electrical lines. The bill would have given 
local governments a larger role to play in 
putting together fire risk maps with the 
California Public Utilities Commission 
(CPUC) and Cal Fire, the state’s firefight- 
ing agency. The bill would have required 
the CPUC to work with utilities to mitigate 
fire risks near utility equipment, including 
putting transmission lines underground. 

“It was a simple bill,” Moorlach told 
THE NEW AMERICAN. “You know, a wild- 
fire that runs for two-and-a-half days cre- 
ates about the same amount of greenhouse 
gases as all the cars driving in California 
for a year, so we figured this was a no- 
brainer for the governor. He would not 
only take care of a wildfire issue, but 
he would also reduce greenhouse gases, 
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which is his religion. And so, I still, to 
this point, don’t know why he vetoed it. It 
would have been easy for him to sign it.” 

Considering the staggering death toll in 
the Camp and Woolsey fires and that the 
investigation is centered around sparking 
electrical lines, Moorlach says it’s been 
“heartrending” to know the bill was ve- 
toed in 2016. 

“The goal was to prevent this from 
occurring,” Moorlach says. “The min- 
ute [Brown] walked into the governor’s 
house he should have said, ‘Let’s fix this 
because it’s causing fires and it would 
reduce wildfires and it would reduce 
greenhouse gases. This is a high priority.’ 
Instead, in his veto message, he just said 
those two agencies [CPUC and CalFire] 
were already working on it — nothing to 
see here, move along. And, so he sent the 
wrong managerial response.” 

“He should have said, ‘Get moving on 
this,’ because now in hindsight it’s tragic 
what occurred not only in the [recent] fires, 
but last year the [Tubbs Fire in Santa Rosa, 
Napa, and Lake counties] was caused by 
the same electrical problem of not having 
hardened the poles and the transmitters, 
and 44 people died there.” 


What Is the 

Trump Administration Doing? 

Given this situation, the Trump adminis- 
tration is working to address the dire state 
of our national forests, but the adminis- 
tration is often blocked by environmental 
groups, Burnett says. 

The Trump administration “has tried to 
alter the way the forests are managed, but 
every time it proposes new rules, new for- 
est plans, the environmentalists take them 
to court and tie things up,” Burnett says. 
“Tt’s only been two years. There is not a lot 
they’ve been able to do. These problems 
took decades to create. It will take a full 
term or more than a full term, a second 
term, or even longer, to reverse this. 

“The U.S. Forest Service said fully 60 
percent of our nation’s forests are at abnor- 
mal fire risk. The [forests] are hazardous 
conditions, so even if you went back to the 
kind of logging that was done under Reagan, 
and that’s not going to happen overnight, 
you would still take years to substantially re- 
duce the risk of those fires. You must rebuild 
roads that were ripped out. That doesn’t hap- 
pen overnight. But what we can do is start 
that way so these kinds of [wildfires] don’t 
continue and get worse in the future.” 
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Beetles create good firewood: California Department of Forestry Division Chief Jim McDougald 
holds a piece of tree bark showing burrowing marks from a bark beetle infestation near Shaver 
Lake. The beetles end up killing the trees, which dry out and become fire hazards. 
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Morano says his criticism of the Trump 
administration is that it hasn’t pushed back 
hard enough on the so-called science of 
the climate-change narrative. 

“The only guy who did was [former 
Environmental Protection Agency Ad- 
ministrator] Scott Pruitt who was basi- 
cally forced out by the media and sadly 
the administration let him go at the EPA,” 
Morano says. “They need a science czar 
who is going to push back on all of this 
and they are not doing that so what is 
happening here is that the electorate is 
uninformed.” 

“Now we’re going into the next elec- 
tion, and if the next president is a Dem- 
ocrat, everything President Trump has 
done can be undone in two years of the 
next Democrat’s turn. We could be back 
in the Paris climate agreement, back with 
the EPA regulations, so my biggest com- 
plaint here is that the public needs to be 
educated, the public needs to be aware, 
and I don’t know that we’re getting that 
right now because the media is cracking 
down [on any dissenters in their ranks], 
and Republicans are still essentially run- 
ning scared of the science.” 


Climate Change, “Hoodwinking,” and 
the Plot for World Government 

The day after Thanksgiving, as the Camp 
Fire was nearing containment, the White 
House released the 1,500-page Fourth Na- 
tional Climate Assessment report, finding 
that the “Earth’s climate is now changing 
faster than at any point in the history of 
modern civilization, primarily as a result 
of human activities.” 

The report noted that extreme weather 
disasters “have already become more fre- 
quent, intense, widespread or of long du- 
ration and have cost the U.S. nearly $400 
billion since 2015.” The report claimed 
that “extreme weather and climate-related 
events” are going to worsen in the years 
to come. 

In response, Trump said, “I don’t be- 
lieve it,” reiterating his response on a re- 
cent episode of 60 Minutes. 

In recent years, federal government 
agencies, the United Nations, and vari- 
ous environmental groups have released 
countless reports citing the current and 
future catastrophic consequences of cli- 
mate change. 

Yet a close investigation of the “evi- 
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dence” cited by the “multibillion dollar ‘cli- 
mate change’ complex” reveals a different 
picture, Morano says, referring to his book 
The Politically Incorrect Guide to Climate 
Change (Regnery Publishing, 2018). 

“The gist of it is that not only is there 
not a climate crisis, you can’t even detect 
so-called man-made climate change from 
natural variability, whether it’s the temper- 
ature, the polar bear population, extreme 
weather, a sea-level rise, and I go into 
great depth in the book,” Morano says. “I 
use peer-reviewed studies, scientists and 
data. Even the United Nations admits that 
extreme weather, for instance specifically 
in California, and global droughts have 


been in decline. California has had much 
worse droughts in previous centuries. 

“Tn other words, when CO, carbon diox- 
ide, was lower in the atmosphere, droughts 
were worse. It’s the same with fires, by the 
way. Now fires are probably the worst met- 
ric of climate change because there are so 
many different factors involved. It’s not just 
drought, but also land use, forest policy, 
development, water resource management, 
etc. But if you are to use just straight wild- 
fires, we’ve had much worse wildfires in 
the first part of the 20th century.” 

In terms of rising temperatures, NASA’s 
claim that at least 97 percent of actively 
publishing climate scientists think that “cli- 
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Liberals place blame: California Governor Jerry Brown blamed global warming for the recent 
fires in California and said that “those who deny” man-made climate change are “definitely 


contributing” to the fires. 
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mate-warming trends over the past century 
are extremely likely caused by human ac- 
tivities” is actually based on a survey of 77 
anonymous scientists, Morano says. 

“So, I go through all the hoodwink- 
ing, I go through the agenda of climate 
change, which the agenda is very clear: 
It’s the United Nations actually seek- 
ing global governance on one hand, but 
also admitting that they are going to be 
redistributing wealth by climate policy,” 
Morano says. “In the words of Al Gore 
in October, the UN has ‘torqued up’ their 
reports for climate action. We all know 
that the United Nations put themselves in 
charge of this issue in 1988 with the Inter- 
governmental Panel on Climate Change, 
and if they fail to find a climate crisis, 
they’ve failed to have a reason to exist 
and go to all these exotic locations for 
conferences. I’m going to Poland in two 
weeks for the next UN Climate Summit.” 

Meanwhile, the youth of the world, and 
much of the population, have bought into 
this “hoodwinking” and are now conform- 
ing their lives and worldviews around this 
narrative, believing they’re helping to 
save the planet. 

An October poll conducted by Stanford 
University, ABC News, and Resources 
for the Future found public awareness of 
global warming is widespread and sup- 
port for action is broad, with eight in 10 
Americans saying the federal govern- 
ment should try to achieve the same deep 
cuts in greenhouse gas emissions called 
for in the Paris climate change treaty that 
Trump rejected. A Monmouth University 
poll released in November found 64 per- 
cent of Republicans believe in climate 
change, up from 49 percent in 2015. 

“They are sweeping up young people, 
using [climate change] to turn them 
against the economic system,” Morano 
says. “They openly admit that even if we 
face the crisis [of climate change] their 
solutions would have no detectable im- 
pact, but they are so important anyway 
because we must act, and as John Kerry 
says, we need an insurance policy in case 
the climate skeptics are wrong.” 

“Well, I don’t know what insurance 
policy anyone would buy on their home if 
the policy costs more than the home if it 
burned down. That’s what they’re selling 
us. It’s a false argument, but the thing is 
they’re doing well.” Hi 
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THE PRESIDENT WHO OBEYED THE CONSTITUTION 


William Howard Taft could be characterized as a big, big man, for not only did he tip the 
scales well above 300 pounds, he worked to follow the Constitution as president and judge. 


NACL 
nUWARD TAFT 


JEFFREY ROSEN 


by Steve Byas 


William Howard Taft, by Jeffrey Rosen, 
New York: Times Books, 2018, 137 
pages, hardcover. 


oday William Howard Taft is re- 
T membered as the president who 

got “stuck” in the White House 
bathtub (he weighed well in excess of 300 
pounds), or as the first president to throw 
out the first ball at a major league base- 
ball game. Many conservatives are even 
better acquainted with his son, Senator 
Robert A. Taft — a hero to many in the 
“Old Right.” But William Taft should be 
remembered for other things. 

Jeffrey Rosen, president and CEO of 
the National Constitution Center, pres- 
ents an excellent overview of one of our 
least-remembered presidents. The picture 
of William Howard Taft that emerges in a 
new biography is that of a president who 
revered the Constitution and firmly be- 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


lieved that it created a republic, not a de- 
mocracy. Conservatives today who agree 
with those sentiments will find multiple 
examples herein to like, but also some 
areas of disagreement with Taft. 

Taft summarized his political philoso- 
phy in his book Popular Government, 
written while a law professor at Yale 
(where he had a chair, but alluding to 
his weight, he said he could have better 
used a couch). “Now popular government 
is not an end. It is a means of enabling 
people to live together in communities, 
municipals, state and national, and under 
these conditions to secure to each indi- 
vidual and each class of individuals the 
greatest measure of happiness.” 

Rosen contends that Taft, as president, 
“approached each presidential decision 
by asking whether it comported with the 
Constitution.” In his book Liberty Under 
Law: An Interpretation of the Principles 
of Our Constitutional Government, Taft 
wrote, “We are not a pure democracy 
governing by direct action, and the great 
men who framed our fundamental law did 
not intend that we should be.” 

Taft was the son of Alphonso Taft, a 
founder of the Republican Party in the 
1850s, and a founder of the secretive 
and elitist Skull and Bones club at Yale. 
William Howard Taft would also be a 
member during his time at Yale, where 
he finished second in his class. He mar- 
ried Helen Herron, who pushed him to 
run for public office. As a girl, she had 
visited the White House, telling friends 
that she would someday be the wife of a 
president. 

Taft’s dream, on the other hand, was to 
be a judge, like his father, and ultimate- 
ly serve as chief justice of the Supreme 
Court. President Warren Harding nomi- 
nated Taft in 1921, making Taft the only 
person to serve both as president and, 
later as chief justice. The path to chief 
justice included a stint as solicitor general 
under President Benjamin Harrison. 

When President William McKin- 


ley asked Taft to take over governing 
the Philippines, obtained by the United 
States after winning the Spanish-Amer- 
ican War, Taft was at first reluctant. He 
spoke no Spanish, he told McKinley, and 
besides that, he had opposed the war, and 
especially he opposed any transition of 
America from a republic into an imperial 
power. But as a good Party man, he took 
the job. 

President Theodore Roosevelt had de- 
veloped a liking for the jovial Taft, nam- 
ing him secretary of war in 1903. When 
Roosevelt (reluctantly) honored the no 
third-term tradition in 1908, both T.R. 
and Taft’s wife pushed Taft to be a can- 
didate for president himself in 1908. He 
won easily. 

As president, Taft could not have been 
more different than his predecessor, and 
these differences would eventually lead 
to a rupture of their friendship, with both 
men contending for the Republican nomi- 
nation in 1912. Whereas Roosevelt took 
the view that a president should be able 
to do anything he wished, so long as the 
Constitution did not forbid it, Taft held 
the position that a president could not act 
unless the Constitution permitted him. 
“The thing which impresses me most is 
not the power I have to exercise under the 
Constitution,” Taft said at the end of the 
1908 campaign, “but the limitations and 
restrictions to which I am subject under 
that instrument.” This fundamental dif- 
ference in philosophy can be illustrated 
with a few examples. 

Taft inherited an $89 million deficit 
from the free-spending “progressive” 
Roosevelt, but reduced it to a mere $11 
million in 1910, and finally produced 
small surpluses in both 1911 and 1912. 
As president, Taft told Congress the fed- 
eral government had an obligation to bal- 
ance the budget and make the burden of 
taxation as light as possible. 

Another contrast with Roosevelt was 
in Taft’s view of foreign policy. He insist- 
ed that the Constitution gives the power 
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Whereas Roosevelt took the view that a president 
should be able to do anything he wished, so long as 
the Constitution did not forbid it, Taft held the position 
that a president could not act unless the Constitution 


permitted him. 


to declare war to Congress, not to the 
president. An opportunity arose in 1911 
for Taft to put this philosophy into prac- 
tice. “When he read a dispatch in May 
[1911] reporting that four Americans had 
been killed in Mexico,” Taft told his wife 
he wanted to prevent war. During a White 
House reception in August, Taft’s close 
aide Archie Butt recalled, Taft “broke 
down and wept” over the pressure being 
brought upon him to go to war. 

Taft stationed troops near the Mexican 
border, so they would be ready if needed, 
but he refused to do more. He said, “I 
seriously doubt whether I have such au- 
thority [to invade Mexico],” and that he 
would do nothing “without express con- 
gressional approval.” 

Roosevelt publicly criticized Taft’s 
public statement as a lack of “leadership 
in foreign affairs.” 

Relations between Taft and 
Roosevelt declined greatly during 
the second half of Taft’s term, as 
their differences in political phi- 
losophy became more apparent. 
Roosevelt became increasingly stri- 
dent that Taft was abandoning the 
progressive political philosophy. 

Several examples of these differ- 
ences are related in the book, but 
Taft’s decision to file an anti-trust 
lawsuit against U.S. Steel, owned 
by Roosevelt’s friend J.P. Morgan, 
was certainly a major breach. Dur- 
ing the Panic of 1907, Roosevelt al- 
lowed Morgan to purchase the stock 
of Tennessee Coal and Iron, perhaps 
US. Steel’s primary competitor. The 
reason given was that such a pur- 
chase would revive optimism in the 
economy — after all, if one of the 
richest men in the country thought 
it was good to invest, the economy 
must not be all that bad. 

Taft, however, had made no such 
promise, and from his reading of 
the law, the purchase had violated 
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the Sherman Anti-Trust Act. Roosevelt 
was understandably infuriated — and so 
was J.P. Morgan. When Roosevelt chal- 
lenged Taft for the Republican nomina- 
tion in 1912, Morgan’s money backed 
him. Taft held off Roosevelt’s challenge, 
but Roosevelt ran on the third-party Pro- 
gressive Party ticket. The division within 
the Republican Party elected Democrat 
Woodrow Wilson, another progressive, 
who differed sharply with Taft’s limited- 
government views. 

Curiously, Rosen does not mention an- 
other reason that Morgan opposed Taft’s 
reelection: Morgan was among the prime 
instigators of the creation of the Federal 
Reserve System, and Taft opposed it. 

Conservatives should like many of the 
things that Taft said and did as president, 
but he clearly had his faults. For one, Taft 
favored the creation of a federal income 
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tax, as long as it was used only in emer- 
gencies, as was the case when it was used 
during the Civil War. He specifically op- 
posed its use “for the purpose of perma- 
nently restraining great wealth.” He na- 
ively predicted it would not exceed two 
percent of income. Of course, the 16th 
Amendment, which gave Congress the 
power to enact a federal income tax, en- 
abled progressives (now dubbed liberals) 
to ramp up government revenue in order 
to enact much of their agenda, including 
taking from some to give to others. 

An even graver problem, however, was 
Taft’s advocacy of “an interlacing and in- 
terlocking series of treaties comprehend- 
ing so many countries as to lead to the 
formation of an international court.” In 
supporting the creation of a World Court, 
Taft said in 1910, “I don’t see any more 
reason why matters of national honor 
should not be referred to a court.” The 
Senate, however, wisely refused to go 
along with this idea, which could have 
had a terribly negative effect upon Amer- 
ica’s national sovereignty. 

In his own role as chief justice of the 
United States, Taft almost always took 
the view that all laws should conform 
to the Constitution. When the Afford- 
able Care Act reached the Supreme 
Court in 2012, Justice Antonin Sca- 
lia cited an opinion written by Chief 
Justice William Howard Taft in the 
1920s. One might recall that Chief 
Justice John Roberts saved Obam- 
aCare by calling the health insur- 
ance mandate a “tax.” But Taft, 
in the 1922 case Bailey v. Drexel 
Furniture Company, along with the 
rest of the court, concluded that a 
tax on businesses employing chil- 
dren under the age of 14 was not 
a permissible attempt to raise tax 
revenue but rather an impermissible 
attempt to intrude on the state’s au- 
thority to regulate hours of labor — 
and thus unconstitutional. 

Rosen wrote, “Taft worried that 
upholding the law as a tax would re- 
move all limits on Congress’ power 
to regulate interstate commerce.” 

Perhaps John Roberts should read 
Taft, as well. 

All in all, this is a valuable book 
on the shelf of any conservative who 
cares about the Constitution. Mi 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ DECEMBER 24, 2018 


Donuts for Time 


When John Chhan’s wife, Stella, was laid 
up in a hospital recovering from a brain 
aneurysm, he wanted more than any- 
thing to be by her side day and night, but 
couldn’t because he also needed to run his 
donut shop. Luckily for him, the people 
of Seal Beach, California, came through 
and saw to it that he could be by his wife’s 
bedside and still keep his business afloat. 

CBS 2 reported on November 2 that 
customers had grown accustomed to see- 
ing both John and Stella behind the coun- 
ter of Donut City and took note of Stella’s 
absence. When they learned that she suf- 
fered an aneurysm and was recovering in 
rehab and that John could only be by her 
side when the shop sold out of doughnuts 
each day, they decided that they would 
help get him there quicker. They simply 
bought out his donuts early each day so he 
could rush off to the rehabilitation center. 

“Chhan declined customers’ offer to set 
up a GoFundMe account for the couple, 
saying he simply wants more time with his 
wife,” CBS 2 explained. 

“Instead, customers have endeavored to 
help Donut City sell out early every day so 
he can return to the rehabilitation center 
where she is recovering.” 

Customers made a campaign of it 
through newsletters and word of mouth. 
They asked individuals to purchase a 
dozen doughnuts at a time so that Chhan 
could close his shop early each day. 

“Hey come and support this guy’s 
donuts,” one customer said, flashing a 
thumbs up sign. “He’s a great man, great 
cause.” Thanks to the efforts of the local 
community, John is able to be by his wife 
through this difficult recovery. 


Helping a Pregnant Woman 


Teresa Steele of Church Hill, Virginia, 
was a pregnant woman living without air 
conditioning or heat after someone broke 
open her house’s HVAC unit to steal the 
copper tubing inside. And while insurance 
would not cover it, the local community 
stepped up to help. 

“T called insurance and they wouldn’t 
cover it,” Steele said. “It feels bad because 
this is how we live.... They did it to take 
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the copper and sell it for a few dollars. I 
don’t have $6,000 to get a new system.” 

Steele became desperate as she feared 
bringing her newborn baby to her cold 
house, so she reached out to CBS 6 Prob- 
lem Solvers for help. After her story was 
aired, Steele states her phone began ring- 
ing nonstop with people calling to offer 
their help and services. 

“My phone’s going crazy. People were 
sending me messages and saying stuff like, 
“We’re willing to help,’” Steele said. “And 
it was just bringing tears to my eyes.” 

One such caller was River City Heat- 
ing owner Bobby Robinson, who arrived 
at Steele’s house on October 25 with his 
crew to fix her unit for free. 

Robinson explained that he wanted 
to help because he hopes that if ever he 
needed assistance, someone would volun- 
teer. He also gave credit to his customers, 
who were very understanding when he ex- 
plained why he had to reschedule their ap- 
pointments to service Steele’s equipment. 

Dominion Energy also stepped forward 
to help by entering her into the Energy’s 
Energy Share program, which will help to 
offset the cost of her energy bill. 

Steele is beyond grateful for the out- 
pouring of support she has received. 

“You never know who’s out there listen- 
ing to you,” Steele said. “You have to have 
faith ... and have to believe that the more 
you spread your love, someone will have 
love to spread back to you.” 


Waiter Surprise 


Drew Lewis is a bartender and waiter at 
the Olive Garden restaurant in Akron, 
Ohio, but on October 22, he proved to be 
so much more than that. 

Lewis was serving a family of six at 
the restaurant on a Friday night in Octo- 
ber, the first night he had worked in a long 
time. The two-parent family had four hy- 
peractive children dining with them, and 
to Lewis, the adults seemed a bit over- 
whelmed. He focused his attention on the 
children in an attempt to entertain them 
and calm them down. 

The parents were extremely grateful for 
Lewis and the way he treated their children. 
Mom Krista Gallagher posted on Facebook 
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about their experience with Lewis as their 
server. “We had an AH-MA-ZING server 
who played well with our children when we 
warned him this would most likely be the 
craziest table of the night! But no he said he 
loves kiddos!” she wrote. 

One of the children stood out to Lewis. 
Eight-year-old Tommy Gallagher was 
wearing a shirt that said “#TommyStrong” 
on it, and Lewis felt compelled to hear the 
story behind the shirt. “I was curious who 
Tommy was and [he] said [that] the T-shirt 
was for him. So later in the dinner I asked 
him what the shirt was for and he told me 
that he was getting brain surgery on Mon- 
day,” Lewis explained in a Facebook post. 

Lewis got to know Tommy over the 
course of that meal, and learned that he 
wanted to be a police officer and a chef 
when he grew up. It just so happened that 
Lewis is a student at the University of Ak- 
ron’s police academy. It was serendipity. 

The two of them bonded that night, so 
when Tommy asked Lewis if he would 
come visit him in the hospital when he had 
his surgery, Lewis answered yes. 

On October 22, following Tommy’s 
seven-and-a-half hour surgery, Lewis ar- 
rived at the hospital with a T-shirt from 
the University of Akron’s police academy 
and a card signed by the students in Lewis’ 
class, Fox 8 reported. 

Krista wrote in her Facebook post, “He 
stood in that ICU waiting for Tommy to 
open his eyes so he could fulfill his prom- 
ise to an 8 year old boy he did not know.” 

Tommy came out of his surgery suc- 
cessfully and is expected to make a full 
recovery. And Lewis visited him a second 
time during his hospital stay, even cancel- 
ling other plans to do so. 

As for Lewis, he believes his chance en- 
counter with Tommy was fate. “This kid 
showed me how to be strong and handle 
the [adversity] life throws at you,” Lewis 
wrote on his Facebook page. 

And Lewis taught the Gallaghers that 
there are truly wonderful people in this 
world. “There are still amazing people 
in this world and Drew is one of the 
few!” Krista posted. “God sent Tommy 
an angel to be with him and we are so 
thankful!!!” 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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Silent Night 


200 Years Old and Still Going Strong 


Christmas Truces of 1914: In WWI, all Heaven 
broke loose and peace broke out as the 

troops on both sides heard each other singing 
Christmas carols. “Silent Night” was one of the 
key Christmas carols in that event. 


The 200th anniversary of the Christmas carol “Silent Night, Holy Night’ brings a 
retrospective on the creation of the song, its spread, and its influence. 


by Kurt Hyde 


song “Silent Night” has been en- 

hancing the Christmas experiences 
for religious people all over the word. It 
even helped bring about a temporary peace 
in WWI. On Christmas Eve in 1914, the 
troops in the trenches of both the Allied 
Powers and Central Powers began sing- 
ing Christmas carols. With the trenches of 
the opposing sides frequently being close 
enough that the troops on either side could 
hear each other, first one side would sing a 
carol, and then the other side would, sing- 
ing carols that both sides often recognized, 
including “Silent Night, Holy Night,” or 
in German “Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht.” 
In one area of the front, the singing of that 
specific song was what brought the cul- 
tures together, reminding them that behind 
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the guns the soldiers were all the same. 
Canada’s CBC News reported: 


“It was impromptu, no one planned 
it,” Stanley Weintraub, the author of 
Silent Night: The Story of the World 
War I Christmas Truce, told Day- 
break Souths Chris Walker. 

“It has to begin with something, 
and it did begin with elements of 
shared culture. If it hadn’t been for 
shared culture, certainly there would 
have been no Christmas truce.” 

Weintraub said it started with Ger- 
man officer, Walter Kirchhoff, a tenor 
with the Berlin Opera. 

“He came forward and sang Silent 
Night in German, and then in Eng- 
lish. In the clear, cold night of Christ- 
mas Eve, his voice carried very far. 

“The shooting had stopped and in 


that silence he sang and the British 
knew the song and sang back.” 

... The song had a deep impact on 
many of the soldiers. 


The morning after the singing took place, 
soldiers from both sides wished each other 
a merry Christmas and made arrangements 
to have a truce. Soldiers then emerged 
from the trenches, traded gifts with each 
other, kicked around makeshift soccer 
balls, and buried their dead. It is rumored 
that one British soldier even got a haircut 
from his pre-war German barber. It is es- 
timated that as many as two-thirds of the 
troops on the front lines, nearly 100,000 
men, participated in the truce, sometimes 
continuing the truce for many days. 

That impactful song “Silent Night” 
made its debut on Christmas Eve 1818 at 
the St. Nikola Church in Oberndorf, Aus- 
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The words of the Christmas carol we now know as “Silent Night” 
were originally a poem written by Father Joseph Mohr in 1816. 


tria. The words for the song were written 
by Father Joseph Mohr in a poem in 1816, 
and on Christmas Eve Day, December 24, 
1818, he asked his close friend, organist 
Franz Gruber, if he would compose a mel- 
ody suitable for a guitar to put that poem 
to music and have it ready for a Christmas 
Eve service that night. In the 200 years 
since then, “Silent Night” has grown to be 
the most beloved of all Christmas carols. 
In the past few years, largely in prepara- 
tion for the 200th anniversary, numerous 
researchers have been combing through 
archives and examining other records to 
learn more details about how this last- 
minute composition for a Christmas Eve 
church service became the great Christmas 
carol it has become. 


Composers From 
Unlikely Backgrounds 
Josephus Franciscus Mohr was born De- 
cember 11, 1792 in Salzburg, Austria. He 
was the third of four children born out of 
wedlock to Anna Schoiber. He got his fa- 
ther’s surname, Mohr, based on Salzburg- 
ian law at that time. Anna Schoiber lived 
with her mother, and the two eked out a 
living knitting. An indication of Mohr’s 
lowly social status can be observed by 
his baptism. His godfather, Franz Joseph 
Wohlmuth, was Salzburg’s executioner. 
As Thomas Hochradner and Gerhard Wal- 
terkirchen noted in their book Stille Nacht, 
Wohlmuth “often took over sponsorship 
of illegitimate children. By doing this 
Wohlmuth tried to establish for himself a 
certain social status he did not have as an 
executioner.” Making matters worse for 
the innocent infant, Mohr’s father, Franz 
Mohr, a musketeer in the prince-archbish- 
op’s army, was at that time a deserter, al- 
though he did eventually return to duty. 
Despite Mohr’s incredibly bad start in 
life, things got better fast. It was appar- 
ent in his early years that he was a gifted 
child, both academically and musically. 
Because most reports of Mohr’s early 
life are associated with church activities 
and religious people, it appears he had a 
strong, morally right upbringing. He got 
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financial help from the cathedral choir cu- 
rate, Johann Hiernle, and he earned money 
as a singer and as an instrumentalist at a 
number of churches. That enabled him to 
study at the lyzeum (grammar school) in 
Salzburg, and then he studied philosophy 
at the lyzeum in Kremsmiinster. In 1811, 
Mohr entered seminary, and he was or- 
dained on August 21, 1815. 

Father Mohr had short assignments at 
Ramsau and Mariapfarr before being as- 
signed to the St. Nikola church in Obern- 
dorf, Austria, in August of 1817, where 
he worked under Father Joseph Kessler, a 
priest for whom he had worked in Mariap- 
farr. Unfortunately, Kessler was soon re- 
placed by Father Georg Heinrich Noéstler, 
a priest with whom Mohr did not have a 
good relationship. Based on the com- 
plaints filed by Néstler to the Salzburg 
Consistory, it would appear Néstler was 
stoical, and Mohr was close to the people 
and considered more of a people’s priest. 

It was while serving at the St. Nikola 
church in Oberndorf that Mohr met and 
became friends with Franz Gruber, who 


was an organist and choirmaster. That 
friendship would be pivotal in the col- 
laboration for the Christmas carol “Silent 
Night.” 

Franz Xaver Gruber was born Novem- 
ber 25, 1787, son of Joseph and Anna Gru- 
ber. The elder Gruber was a linen weaver 
and hoped his son would follow in his 
footsteps, but the boy had a strong interest 
in music. The boy’s musical talents were 
noticed early in his life by his teacher An- 
dreas Peterlechner, while Gruber was in 
school in Hochburg. Peterlechner helped 
convince the elder Gruber that his son 
should attend teacher-training college. 
The younger Gruber continued his study 
of music under Georg Hartdobler, an or- 
ganist at a parish in nearby Burghausen. 

Gruber went to a teacher-training col- 
lege and became an assistant school 
teacher in Hochburg. Once he completed 
the stipulated time as an assistant teacher, 
he was offered a position as a teacher in 
Arnsdorf. In order to accept the position, 
he was required to marry the widow of his 
predecessor in that position, so he married 
Elizabeth Fischinger. 

In 1816, probably in order to augment 
his income, Gruber took an additional job 
as an organist at the St. Nikola church 
in Oberndorf, where he met and became 
friends with Joseph Mohr. 


Greatness from humble circumstances: Franz Gruber (left), from his 1846 portrait, was a 
teacher and choirmaster. Joseph Mohr, painted as an artist’s conception as there are no known 
portraits of Mohr, was a clergyman who devoted himself to the church and the poor. 
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First a Poem, Then a Christmas Carol 
The words of the Christmas carol we now 
know as “Silent Night” were originally a 
poem written by Mohr in 1816 while he 
was in Mariapfarr. The original title is 
not known because the original copy has 
been lost. In its original form, it had six 
verses. The words used most frequently in 
the United States today consist of English 
translations of three of those verses — the 
first, the sixth, and the second. 

The melody was written for guitar ac- 
companiment, though the church had 
an organ, bringing about many legends 
about the organ at the St. Nikola church 
and why it wasn’t used for the perfor- 
mance of “Silent Night” on Christmas 
Eve of 1818. One persistent rumor is that 
a mouse chewed on the bellows and ren- 
dered the organ inoperative. Researchers 
have found no evidence to support that. 
It is possible that the organ was having 
problems, perhaps not fully functioning. 

Some researchers believe there was 
nothing malfunctioning in the organ that 
evening, and the reasons for perform- 
ing “Silent Night” to guitar chords were 
owing to other factors, such as Father 
Mohr’s desire to add something of interest 
to enhance the Christmas Eve church ser- 
vice. No one knows for sure. It is possible 
there was something wrong with the organ 
at the church, if not on Christmas Eve of 
1818, certainly later, because Karl Maura- 
cher, an organ builder from Zillertal, came 
to the St. Nikola Church in Oberndorf to 
work on the organ in 1819, and he built a 
new one in 1825. 

Whatever the exact state of the organ, 
or the reason for the request to compose 
a melody, it has been well established that 
Father Mohr handed a copy of his poem to 
his friend Franz Gruber on December 24, 
1818, and asked him if he would compose 
a suitable melody for it using a guitar as 
an instrument, to be performed that night, 
and Gruber accomplished it despite the 
short notice. Mohr sang the tenor portion 
and played the guitar. Gruber sang the bass 
portion, and the refrains were sung by the 
choir. There is plenty of evidence that “‘Si- 
lent Night” was performed on subsequent 
dates by both Mohr and Gruber. 

In 1995, the Salzburg Museum was pre- 
sented with what is currently the earliest 
known authentic copy of “Silent Night.” It 
was written by Mohr himself and has been 
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It celebrates the birth of Christ: “Silent Night” 
in Christmas Eve church services. 


dated to around 1820. It has all six verses 
and is entitled ““Weyhnachts-Lied,” a now 
antiquated spelling of Weihnachtslied, 
which translates to “Christmas Carol,” 
and is written in a musical format. There 
are also a few authenticated copies of “Si- 
lent Night” in different musical arrange- 
ments handwritten by Franz Gruber. The 
title “Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht” (“Silent 
Night, Holy Night”) appears to have been 
added by subsequent authors. 

Mohr was transferred to a different par- 
ish in 1819 and was transferred multiple 
times after. Frequent transfers were not un- 
usual for young priests. In 1837, Mohr was 
transferred to Wagrain, where he served as 
a curate until his untimely death due to pul- 
monary palsy on December 4, 1848, one 
week before what would have been his 56th 
birthday. Bill Egan, a Christmas historian, 
noted that Mohr died penniless because he 
donated all of his earnings to care for the 
elderly and to put children through school. 

Gruber remained in Oberndorf for a 
number of years after Mohr was trans- 
ferred. After his first wife died in 1826, he 
married Maria Breitfuss, a former pupil of 
his. In 1827, someone else was given the 
position of sexton, and apparently Gruber 
was unhappy about it. In 1829, he ac- 
cepted a position as a teacher in Berndorf. 
In 1835, he accepted a position as organ- 
ist and choirmaster in Hallein, where he 
stayed until his death on June 7, 1863. 


is frequently sung by candlelight as a major event 


How “Silent Night” 
Spread to the World 

Both Mohr and Gruber shared their com- 
position with their immediate church 
families, as well as other teachers and 
organists, allowing them to make copies. 
Neither of them appeared to have seen 
this as a business opportunity. Karl Mau- 
racher, an organ builder from Zillertal, 
is generally credited with being the first 
person to take a handwritten copy of the 
new Christmas carol from Oberndorf to 
Zillertal, which served as the springboard 
to international popularity. Musical groups 
from the Tyrolian region were generally 
popular in many European capitals at that 
time because the people in the Tyrolian 
area had revolted against Napoleon in 
1809, and such people, even though their 
revolt was unsuccessful, were viewed with 
respect for at least having tried. 

Once introduced in the Zillertal area, 
the song was sung by a number of singing 
groups from the area, including the Stras- 
ser Family, glovemakers who included 
musical performances in addition to ex- 
hibiting their wares. It is believed that the 
Strasser Family was the first to innovate 
the Christmas carol by singing only verses 
one, six, and two. They did this at a fair in 
Leipzig, Germany, in 1831 and 1832. This 
is a popular format, even today. 

Another singing group from the Zil- 
lertal area, the Rainer Singers, also did 
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Now, but not then: The Stille Nacht Kapelle (Silent Night Chapel) is a memorial chapel in Oberndorf, Austria. It was built on the exact location where 
the original St. Nikola church was. However, only one of the two composers of the song ever gained recognition for the song. 


many public performances of the Christ- 
mas carol in Germany and other countries, 
including one in front of Trinity Church in 
New York on Christmas Day of 1839. That 
is believed to be the song’s first public per- 
formance in America. 

Episcopal Bishop John Freeman 
Young is credited with translating the 
Christmas carol into English in 1859. 
Like the Strasser Family’s innovation, 
this was in the format of verses one, 
six, and two. There are reports of ear- 
lier English translations, but modern-day 
researchers haven’t found documentary 
evidence to support them. 


Search for the Composers 

“Silent Night” grew in popularity despite 
its not having an official title or listing the 
names of its composers. In 1854, it cap- 
tured the attention and curiosity of some 


very important people in Berlin, Prussia 
(now Berlin, Germany), possibly King 
Friedrich Wilhelm IV himself. The Royal 
Prussian Court Chapel in Berlin sent an 
official inquiry to St. Peter’s Abbey in 
Salzburg, Austria, asking if they knew the 
composer of the Christmas carol. They 
suspected it might have been Johann Mi- 
chael Haydn, younger brother of the fa- 
mous composer Joseph Haydn. 

When the inquiry got to Salzburg, Franz 
Gruber learned of it, most likely via his 
son Felix, who was at that time a choirboy 
at St. Peter’s Abbey. Franz Gruber, obvi- 
ously suddenly realizing the magnitude 
of his and Mohr’s composition, wrote a 
two-page response entitled “Authentic 
Inducement for Composing the Wide- 
Spread Christmas Carol: ‘Silent Night, 
Holy Night.’” In it he identified the com- 
posers. He also referred to the Christmas 


It has been well established that Father Mohr handed a copy of his 
poem to his friend Franz Gruber on December 24, 1818, and asked 
him if he would compose a suitable melody for it using a guitar as an 
instrument, to be performed that night, and Gruber accomplished it 


despite the short notice. 
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carol as “Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht,” but 
did not state specifically what the title was 
on Mohr’s poem or what title they used for 
it at the time of the first performance on 
Christmas Eve of 1818. 

Franz Gruber got to experience the joy 
of being recognized for his part in com- 
posing “Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht.” Un- 
fortunately, Mohr had died about six years 
earlier. There is a portrait of Franz Gru- 
ber that was painted by Sebastian Stief in 
1846. There is no known portrait of Joseph 
Mohr, a man who was underappreciated 
most of his life. Any portraits of him are 
artists’ conceptions. Two men, both from 
lowly beginnings, accomplished some- 
thing great, much like the life of the Christ 
child whom they honored with their musi- 
cal composition. 

The Stille Nacht Kapelle (Silent Night 
Chapel) is a memorial chapel in Ober- 
ndorf, Austria. It was built on the exact 
location where the original St. Nikola 
church was. There is a Christmas Eve ser- 
vice every year that includes a re-creation 
of the original performance of “Stille 
Nacht, Heilige Nacht” as it was in 1818. 
There is also a museum on the premises. 
THE NEW AMERICAN would like to thank 
the staff at the Stille Nacht Kapelle Mu- 
seum for their assistance in the research 
for this article. Hl 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
mam ee Ss eee 


Constitutional Carry 


In this issue, we have decided to explore 
the “Constitutional Carry” movement that 
has gained momentum in recent years. 
“Constitutional Carry” is the popular way 
to refer to “permitless carry,” which means 
that the laws in a state authorize a state res- 
ident to carry a gun without first seeking 
approval from a state licensing authority. 

Ironically enough, it is the home state 
of avowed socialist Bernie Sanders 
where permitless carry has been the norm 
throughout its history. Vermont was a 
trailblazer in this regard by not requiring 
citizens to obtain a permit to carry a fire- 
arm on their person, either open or con- 
cealed. Even though it has been widely 
practiced in the state since its inception, it 
wasn’t until 1903 that the Supreme Court 
of Vermont recognized permitless carry 
in the landmark decision State v. Rosen- 
thal. The highest court in Vermont ruled 
that a local ordinance that prohibited the 
carrying of a firearm without getting the 
advance permission of the mayor or the 
police chief was “repugnant to the Consti- 
tution, and to that extent void.” 

Even though this court decision was 
made more than a hundred years ago, it 
wasn’t until the past decade that similar 
permitless-carry laws began spreading to 
other states. Chris Cox, executive director 
of the NRA, explained at the NRA Carry 
Guard blog in February of 2018, “Begin- 
ning with Alaska in 2003, permitless carry 
has spread across the country with remark- 
able speed. Since 2010, several states have 
amended their [right-to-carry] statutes to 
allow permitless carry, including six states 
in the last two years alone. The momentum 
is gaining steam every day, with permit- 
less carry bills being introduced in legis- 
latures throughout the country. We expect 
even more states to adopt this approach in 
the coming years.” 

As of the writing of this column, per- 
mitless carry, or some version of per- 
mitless carry, is on the books in Alaska, 
Arizona, Arkansas, Idaho, Kansas, Maine, 
Mississippi, Missouri, New Hampshire, 
North Dakota, Vermont, West Virginia, 
and Wyoming. Some of these states limit 
permitless carry to state residents, while 
others extend it to non-residents. In ad- 
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dition, some have other restrictions such 
as concealed-carry only, with open-carry 
strictly prohibited, so readers of this col- 
umn are always encouraged to check their 
state’s laws to determine the applicable 
tules related to carrying a firearm. 

The NRA wrote a post at Medium ex- 
plaining that permitless carry has expand- 
ed across the nation and, despite the dire 
warnings of the anti-Second Amendment 
crowd, the results have been quite posi- 
tive. “Enter: Alaska, Arizona, and Wyo- 
ming. Each state enacted permitless carry 
in 2003, 2010, and 2011, respectively. And 
according to data from the FBI’s ‘Crime 
in the United States’ report, it’s clear 
that none of the aforementioned states 
experienced an increase in the number 
of murders — including handgun mur- 
ders — after enacting permitless carry.” 

The NRA went into detail explaining 
that some of these states actually saw a 
decline in handgun-related murders. “In 
Alaska, handgun murders actually de- 
clined after the state enacted permitless 
carry in 2003.... Arizona also saw a de- 
crease in the percentage of murders com- 
mitted with a handgun after its permitless 
carry law took effect in 2010. Overall 
murder declined, too. Similar trends were 
seen in Wyoming — a state with a histori- 
cally low murder rate. Once permitless 
carry went into effect in 2011, there was 
no spike in murders overall, or in those 
committed with a handgun.” 

The NRA argued that permitless carry 
has defied the fearmongering predictions 
of anti-gun zealots such as Michael Bloom- 
berg and shown that armed law-abiding cit- 
izens are a net positive contribution to so- 
ciety. “The fact is, permitless carry simply 
hasn’t produced the kind of dire, anarchic 
scenarios gun control advocates want you 
to believe. Public safety is not being threat- 
ened, and last we checked, saloon shoot- 
outs at high noon aren’t on the rise. As West 
Virginians and countless other law-abiding 
Americans have learned over the years, per- 
mitless carry simply allows a person who is 
otherwise legally able to possess a firearm, 
to carry it in a discreet, concealed manner. 
It doesn’t loosen gun laws already on the 
books. It doesn’t allow felons or any other 
prohibited person to carry guns. It simply 
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puts law-abiding gun owners on equal foot- 
ing with criminals (who, by the way, carry 
concealed on the regular).” 

This doesn’t mean that permitless 
carry or constitutional carry is on an 
inevitable path to legal recognition in 
all 50 states, as even some high-profile 
Republican politicians are standing in 
the way of its enactment. One Republi- 
can governor in a deep Red State even 
vetoed such a bill earlier this year. USA 
Today reported in May that Oklahoma’s 
Republican Governor, Mary Fallin, ve- 
toed a constitutional-carry measure citing 
concerns from the business community. 
Fallin mentioned her previous support for 
pro-Second Amendment measures while 
issuing the veto and said, “I believe the 
firearm laws we currently have in place 
are effective, appropriate and minimal.” 
But her actions drew a stiff rebuke from 
pro-Second Amendment voices who felt 
it was a betrayal of a loyal constituency. 

Steve Byas, writing at TheNewAmeri- 
can.com on May 18, explained that the 
original bill was sponsored by Oklahoma 
State Senator Nathan Dahm, who has 
plans to resubmit the bill and potentially 
override the governor’s veto if necessary. 
“Had the Dahm bill on constitutional 
carry been signed by Fallin, Oklahoma 
would have become the 12th state to 
recognize that citizens do not need the 
state’s permission to exercise their right 
to keep and bear arms. The bill would 
have prohibited the carrying of firearms 
in schools and other government build- 
ings, and private property owners would 
still have been able to bar the carrying 
of a gun on their premises, as well. Per- 
haps with Dahm’s dogged persistence, 
Oklahomans will soon be afforded their 
full Second Amendment-protected rights, 
despite the opposition of their governor.” 

The political reality of the situation is 
that such constitutional-carry measures are 
most likely only possible in Red States, 
with deep Blue Vermont being more of an 
outlier. Still, this is a reminder that things 
that may have seemed politically impos- 
sible a few years ago can quickly become 
feasible owing to the actions of a few 
brave patriots. 

— PATRICK KREY 
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The index you've used to track whether your congressman 
is voting according to the Constitution now features 
cumulative scores online, as well as scores for former 
congressmen, at TheNewAmerican.com/freedomindex. 
A perfect resource for the online activist! 


Politicians, 
Eco-activists, Judges 
Fiddle; Golden State Burns 


ITEM: Jn the midst of wildfires in Califor- 
nia, Time magazine (November 26/Decem- 
ber 3 issue) stressed that the Golden State 
is “still reeling from a drought that killed 
off trees and plants earlier this decade, 
leaving acres of tinder behind,” saying 
that “long-term global warming promises 
to exacerbate the problem. ‘Things like this 
will be part of our future,’ California Gov- 
ernor Jerry Brown said at a Nov. 11 press 
conference. ‘Things like that, and worse.’” 
Item: The London-based Economist for 
November 17 cited what it called the 
prime reason that “California has been 
besieged by flames.” The publication 
identified the supposed main villain (and 
updated Governor Brown ’s prediction), 
saying that “the climate is becoming 
warmer. This has led to snow melting ear- 
lier, drier landscapes and a longer season 
when fires are likely to ignite. In western 
states the average fire season is 84 days 
longer than it was in the 1970s.” 
ITEM: The New York Times for November 
18, reporting on President Trumps visit to 
the ashes of a site of a Northern Califor- 
nia fire, faulted the president for repeating 
“his view” about poor forest management 
— calling this (in a bold-faced pull-quote) 
a “disputed claim.” The paper impugned 
the notion that “forest management — the 
partial clearing and cleaning of brush 
from forests — was partly to blame for the 
string of immense and deadly wildfires in 
recent years.” 
ITEM: The Washington Post, in a “Cali- 
fornia, burning” editorial on November 
15 subtitled “If the president is worried 
about wildfires, he should take a look at 
his own policies,” concluded its extended 
diatribe as follows: “If Mr. Trump thinks 
the bill for governmental mismanagement 
is high now, wait until the costs for his 
administrations abdication on climate 
change come due.” 
ITEM: Using wildfires in California and a 
recent hurricane in Florida as examples, a 
member of the New York Times’ “climate 
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Where’s the concern? In this picture the Golden Gate Bridge is obscured by smoke from large 
fires in California. Environmentalists don’t want forests thinned, yet that raises the danger of 
forest fires — which, ironically, likely emit more CO» than is saved by all the laws in California. 


team” propounded a scary and ever-esca- 
lating scenario in a November 20 piece (en- 
titled “ ‘Like a Terror Movie,’ How Chang- 
ing Climate Will Multiply Disasters”). 
CORRECTION: We used to fight fire with 
fire, but after zealous green pressure 
groups and their allies gained the upper 
hand, uncontrolled blazes have been on 
the rampage in California. 

Fractious ideology, often driven by parti- 
san predispositions, has dominated the con- 
tentions over accountability concerning the 
wildfires in California and elsewhere in the 
West. Players from the political Left, bol- 
stered by media accomplices, have again 
scripted Donald Trump and the hobgoblin 
“climate change/global warming” as the 
heavies in their tragic theatrical productions. 

For his part, the president has once 
more used a blunderbuss when he could 
have aimed more precisely. 

This was demonstrated when the presi- 
dent tweeted broadly that “there is no rea- 
son for these massive, deadly and costly 
forest fires in California except that for- 
est management is so poor.” Poor forestry 
management assuredly deserves blame, 
but what is behind the situation is more 
complex than that. 

As a spokesman for a national logging 
organization has noted, “President Trump 
blamed poor forest management for wild- 
fires in California and throughout the 


West, and there is truth to statements he 
has made.” Daniel Dructor, executive vice 
president of the American Loggers Council 
(ALC), a coalition of state and regional as- 
sociations that represents independent con- 
tract loggers, also recognized that “there is 
truth that drought and changing conditions 
are contributing to the problem.” 

Dructor went on, in a statement in mid- 
November: “It’s time to rise above po- 
litical posturing and recognize that active 
forest management — including logging, 
thinning, grazing and controlled burning 
— are tools that can and must be used 
to reduce fire risks and help mitigate the 
impacts to landscapes.” According to the 
ALC, upwards of 80 million acres of na- 
tional forest are at “high, to very high, risk 
of catastrophic wildfire.” 

The ALC spokesman continued, say- 
ing, “It is no accident that the U.S. Forest 
Service is struggling to reduce fire risks in 
places such as California and the South- 
west, where this infrastructure has been 
allowed to disappear due to the decline 
of timber harvests on federal lands.” The 
council calls for partnering between the 
private sector and the federal government 
on projects to reduce risks. 

Some do see the forest for the trees. 
Asked to specify the leading cause of re- 
cent fires, a spokesman for the Forest Ser- 
vice answered: “Forests are overstocked. 
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There are more trees than 100 years ago.” 

There are also more squabbling politi- 
cians. Nevertheless, at least for the one 
day when they met at a devastated Cali- 
fornia site, President Trump and Governor 
Brown made what were effectively con- 
ciliatory statements that recognized both 
climatic and governmental managerial ef- 
fects. Of course, when they lowered their 
voices, it got less media attention. 

Few anticipate that the attacks against 
Trump or doom-saying charges about cli- 
mate change will end. The media items 
cited above, among countless others, re- 
fute that. (Brown’s senior environmental 
advisor has said the governor believes 
“climate change” isn’t being treated as 
urgently as it should be and wants it to be 
addressed “on a World War III footing.”’) 

The most recent huge wildfire — named 
Camp Fire, which was ignited on Novem- 
ber 8 in Butte County in Northern Cali- 
fornia in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada 
— was declared to have been contained 
on November 25. The blaze was the most 
deadly in the state’s history, with at least 
85 being killed, and nearly 19,000 build- 
ings destroyed. Camp Fire, according to 
officials, spread through dry forests and 
was fanned by the strong winds typical of 
the state. It burned around 153,000 acres. 
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It won’t be the last one. Cliff Mass, a 
professor of Atmospheric Sciences at the 
University of Washington, addressed the 
overall issue in a blog last year (in an entry 
called “Are California Coastal Wildfires 
Connected With Global Warming: The 
Evidence Says No’). Wrote the professor: 
“Those that are claiming the global warm- 
ing is having an impact are doing so either 
out of ignorance or their wish to use coastal 
wildfires for their own purposes. For politi- 
cians, claiming that the big wildfires are the 
result of global warming provides a conve- 
nient excuse not to address the real prob- 
lems.” He listed several, as quoted below: 


¢ Irresponsible development of 
homes and buildings in natural areas 
that had a long history of wildfires. 

« Many decades of fire suppression 
that have left some areas vulnerable 
to catastrophic fires. 

¢ Lack of planning or maintenance 
of electrical infrastructure, making 
ignition of fires more probable when 
strong winds blow. 

¢ Lack of attention to emergency 
management, or to providing suffi- 
cient fire fighting resources. 

¢ Poor building codes, improper 
building materials (wood shake 


roofs), and lack of protective space 
around homes/buildings. 


And as the professor acknowledged, “To 
be extremely cynical, some politicians on 
the left see the fires as a convenient par- 
tisan tool.” 

The politicians and regulators ruling 
California no doubt hope that few will 
see the larger picture about how their 
restrictive edicts have limited controlled 
burning. According to the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB), these tight reg- 
ulations are needed to protect air quality. 

Not everybody has been fooled. There 
are even a few bright bulbs in the media, 
it turns out. For instance, Susan Shel- 
ley exposed the situation in the Orange 
County Register on November 15, point- 
ing out that the governor had just given 
a press conference and “blamed climate 
change for the severity of the fires in Cali- 
fornia and declared that tens or hundreds 
of billions of dollars would be needed to 
address the problem.” The writer for the 
Southern California News Group then 
pointed to inconvenient facts: 


One major wildfire can release more 
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere 
than all the state’s climate-change mit- 
igation policies have managed to re- 
duce in a year. So Californians get the 
worst of everything — the higher cost 
of energy from climate policies that 
tax oil and natural gas, plus the cata- 
strophic fire damage, plus the green- 
house gas emissions and air-quality 
issues from the uncontrollable fires. 

The technical name for these poli- 
cies is “blithering idiocy.” 


Some officials also are catching on. For 
example, U.S. Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke has pointed the finger at “radical 
environmentalists” for stopping needed 
forest-management policies. As he noted 
about the recent events: “You have dead 
and dying timber. You have years of ne- 
glect. It was like a flamethrower of embers 
shooting through the forest.” 

On November 20, Zinke reiterated his 
complaint, saying, “When [there is] law- 
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suit after lawsuit by, yes, the radical envi- 
ronmental groups that would rather burn 
down the entire forest than cut a single 
tree or thin the forest, then it’s easy to 
find who is suing and who promulgates 
these destructive policies.” 

As the secretary put it: “Take a look at 
who’s suing — every time there’s a thin- 
ning project. The density of dead and 
dying trees is higher.” He went on: “When 
nature alone takes its course without man- 
agement, there are consequences. The 
special-interest groups are really exercis- 
ing their very tight agenda.” 

Forest management has been contentious 
for many years. The Wall Street Journal of- 
fered an overview on November 13, noting 
that about 57 percent of California’s “for- 
estland is owned by the federal govern- 
ment while most of the rest is private land 
regulated by the state. Nearly 130 million 
trees died in California between 2010 and 
2017 due to drought and a bark beetle in- 
festation. Dense forests put trees at greater 
risk for parasitic infection and enable fires 
to spread faster. When dead trees fall, they 
add more combustible fuel.” 

There was once a time, the Journal re- 
called, when it was the mission of the U.S. 
Forest Service to manage the resources of 
the federal government actively. Yet, as 
the paper’s editors put it, 


Numerous laws over the last 50 
years, including the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act and National Environmental 
Policy Act, have hampered tree- 
clearing, controlled burns and timber 
sales on federal land. 

California also restricts timber har- 
vesting and requires myriad permits 
and environmental-impact statements 
to prune overgrown forests. As the state 
Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) 
dryly noted in April, “project propo- 
nents seeking to conduct activities to 
improve the health of California’s for- 
ests indicate that in some cases, state 
regulatory requirements can be exces- 
sively duplicative, lengthy, and costly.” 


The federal government also has lent 
many unhelping hands over the years. One 
example, not specified by the Journal, was 
the Clinton administration’s plan in the 
1990s to limit logging in order to protect 
old-growth trees and spotted owls. 

More recently, initiatives by the Inte- 
rior Department and Forest Service that 
would have helped revise policies under 
direct federal control have been opposed 
by judges, green-leaning elected politi- 
cians, and unelected bureaucrats. 

Because of the increased risk, Secretary 
Zinke and Agriculture Secretary Sonny 


Harsh truths: Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke has bluntly called out government for 
mismanaging forests and causing hard-to-contain wildfires. Most environmental radicals have for 
years called for humans to leave forests totally untouched, leading to many dead trees. 
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Perdue have been asking Congress for 
more authority when it comes to stream- 
lining the removal of trees in overgrown 
forests. But not surprisingly, there is envi- 
ro-resistance to that. 

Some groups have accused the Trump 
administration, as the Wall Street Journal 
reported, “of using the Camp Fire tragedy 
to further an agenda of helping big timber 
companies. ‘This is not thinning they’re 
talking about. This is intensive commer- 
cial logging,’ said Chad Hanson, research 
ecologist with the John Muir Project.” 

Nonetheless, of late there have been inti- 
mations that some longtime opponents may 
seek common ground. For instance, at least 
a few in the professional environmental co- 
terie now say they see the need of limited 
logging to decrease the risk of wildfires. 
How much “thinning” that really means on 
the ground, and how long any agreements 
with the timber industry might last, remains 
to be seen. After all, these battle lines have 
been drawn for a long time. 

In a recent column, Paul Driessen re- 
called how Governor Brown in 2016 


vetoed a bipartisan wildfire man- 
agement bill that had unanimously 
passed the state Assembly and Sen- 
ate. For decades, radical environ- 
mentalists have demanded — and 
legislators, regulators and judges 
have approved — “wildlands preser- 
vation” and “fires are natural” poli- 
cies. Tree thinning has been banned, 
resulting in thousands of skinny, 
fire-susceptible trees growing where 
only a few hundred should be pres- 
ent. Even removing diseased, dead 
and burned trees has been prohibited. 


Welcome, in the words of Jerry Brown, to 
“the new abnormal.” His Democrat suc- 
cessor, Governor-elect Gavin Newsom, has 
spent a couple of years attacking the presi- 
dent and trading pointed tweets with Trump; 
he has also promised to follow in Brown’s 
footsteps in battling “climate change.” 

We will see how all this plays out in 
practice. Until proven otherwise, the new 
abnormal looks a lot like the old one. HH 

— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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BY WILLIAM F. JASPER 


Corsi strikes Back at the Deep State 


pecial Counsel Rob- 
S ert S. Mueller has 

cause to be worried. 
Jerome Corsi is fighting 
back. He has opened a new 
battlefield in America’s fight 
against the Deep State, the 
shadowy globalists who 
have been engaged in an all- 
out treasonous campaign for 
the past two years to over- 
turn the 2016 elections and 
overthrow President Donald 
Trump. 

Jerome Corsi has an- 
nounced that he will not roll 
over and accept a plea deal 
from Team Mueller, a “deal” 
that would require him to 
perjure himself, to swear 
falsely to having committed 
crimes he has not commit- 
ted. But he has gone further. He has gone on offense. On 
December 3, his attorneys, Larry Klayman and David Gray, 
filed a criminal and ethics complaint against Mueller and his 
prosecutorial and media staff. The complaint, which was filed 
with Acting Attorney General Matthew Whitaker and other 
appropriate legal authorities, call for Mueller and members of 
his Special Counsel team to be prosecuted for “gross prosecu- 
torial misconduct and criminal acts” against Corsi. They also 
call for them to be disbarred. In a video interview with THE 
NEw AMERICAN (available online) on December 3, the same 
day his complaint was filed, Dr. Corsi passionately defended 
his case and provided details concerning the outrageous crimi- 
nal methods employed by Mueller and his minions to intimi- 
date and squeeze witnesses into providing the false testimony 
needed to further attack President Trump. 

For those who may be unfamiliar with Dr. Corsi or the cur- 
rent drama in which he is ensnared, allow us to offer this brief 
intro: Dr. Jerome Corsi is a well-known investigative jour- 
nalist, political analyst, commentator, and best-selling author. 
He received his Ph.D. in political science from Harvard, is a 
licensed securities broker, has worked in banking and invest- 
ment, and has authored 20 books, including his recent Killing 
the Deep State: The Fight to Save President Trump. His new- 
est book, Silent No More, which provides the shocking details 
of the grueling interrogation sessions under Team Mueller, is 
being released as we write. 

Dr. Corsi came into Robert Mueller’s cross hairs because, 
Mueller alleges, Corsi was a link in the “Trump-Russia col- 
lusion” effort to steal the 2016 election from Hillary Clinton. 
According to Corsi’s complaint, Mueller is seeking “to coerce 
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knowingly-false testimony 
from Dr. Corsi to falsely 
‘prove’ that Dr. Corsi had 
acted as a liaison between 
Roger Stone and Wikileaks 
leader Julian Assange on 
the one hand and the Trump 
presidential campaign on the 
other hand concerning the 
public release of emails from 
the email computer servers 
of the Democratic National 
Committee (‘DNC’).” 

President Trump has re- 
peatedly called the Mueller 
probe a “witch hunt,” and 
rightly so. It has produced 
not a shred of evidence to 
support its “collusion” nar- 
rative, despite costing tax- 
payers millions of dollars. Its 
main accomplishment — and 
its obvious objective — has been to impede the Trump agenda 
for the past year and a half and provide the entire anti-Trump 
media complex with daily blather points that can be spun into 
weaponized headlines against Trump. Their hope is that the 
daily drumbeat of bogus stories and empty charges will ener- 
vate and hamper the president, as well as undermine his stand- 
ing with the American public. 

On May 17, 2017, Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein 
appointed Robert Swan Mueller III as a special counsel for the 
ostensible purpose of investigating “any links and/or coordina- 
tion between the Russian government and individuals associated 
with the campaign of President Donald Trump.” 

At the time of Mueller’s appointment, President Trump said, 
“As [have stated many times, a thorough investigation will con- 
firm what we already know — there was no collusion between 
my campaign and any foreign entity. I look forward to this mat- 
ter concluding quickly. In the meantime, I will never stop fight- 
ing for the people and the issues that matter most to the future 
of our country.” 

Clearly, there was no intention on the part of Mueller and 
those he serves to conclude the matter quickly. They are draw- 
ing out this subversive farce as long as possible, for the purpose 
of finding more victims whom they can terrorize into furthering 
their schemes against the president. 

Dr. Corsi’s complaint charges that he “has been threatened 
with immediate indictment by Mueller’s prosecutorial staff un- 
less he testifies falsely,” and that he “is placed in an impossible, 
no-win scenario and is in immediate legal jeopardy.” 

Rather than knuckling under, Dr. Corsi is fighting heroically. 
He deserves the support of every American. 
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PRODUCTS 


New Digitally Remastered 


Overview of America 
This video explains in a simple fashion the different systems of government throughout the world and the different economic principles underlying each type of govern- 
ment — and why freedom means prosperity. (Sleeved DVD, 2018, 29min, 1-10/$1.00ea; 11-20/$0.90ea; 21-49/$0.80ea; 50-99/$0.75ea; 100-999/$0.70ea; 1,000+/$0.64ea) 
DVDOOADR (Cased DVD, 2018, 29min, 1-9/$5.95ea; 10-24/$4.95ea; 25-99/$3.95ea; 100+/$2.25ea) DVDOOACDR 


USMCA: A TPP REDUX? Reprint 


This 20-page reprint of four recent TNA articles is a key educational tool for 
convincing opinion molders and legislators that Congress must reject the 
USMCA agreement because it is a steppingstone toward the economic and 
political integration of the United States, Mexico, and Canada into the North 
American Union. (2018, 20pp, 1-24/$1.25ea; 25-99/$1.10ea; 100-499/$1.00ea; 
500+/$0.75ea) RPUSMCA1118 


Protecting Our Constitution: 


How State Legislators Can Interpose 

Idaho State Representative Dorothy Moon tells of her uphill battle against the 
relentless push for an Article V Convention in her state, and how the right peo- 
ple and the right tools can make all the difference. (Sleeved DVD, 2018 29min, 
1-10/$1.00ea; 11-20/$0.90ea; 21-49/$0.80ea; 50-99/$0.75ea; 100-999/$0.70ea; 
1,000+/$0.64ea) DVD60THPOC 


Constitutional Principles Booklet Set 

Three of the most important topics regarding the Constitution — the Electoral 
College, a Constitutional Convention, and Article VI — are explained from 
a constitutionalist viewpoint in these three booklets. Understanding these 
topics is key to becoming an informed voter and responsible citizen. (2018, 
1-4/$6.95ea; 5-9/$5.95ea; 10+/$4.95ea) SETBKLTSC 


60th Anniversary Council Dinner DVD Set 

60th Anniversary Symposia & Council Dinner talks, October 5 & 6, 2018 
— Appleton, WI. Includes speeches by John McManus, Dr. Duke Pesta, 
James Fitzgerald, William Jasper, Alex Newman, Pawel Chojecki, State Rep. 
Matt Shea and Rep. Dorothy Moon, and U.S. Rep. Thomas Massie, and 
CEO Arthur Thompson. (2018, Cased DVD Set,1-4/$29.95ea; 5-9/$24.95ea; 
10-19/$19.95ea; 20+/$14.95ea) DVDS60TH 


60th Welcome Tote of Goodies 

Navy blue gusset tote with white lettering — “The John Birch Society, Celebrating 
60 Years 1958-2018” filled with the 60th anniversary commemorative program, 
pin, pen, stadium cup, magnets, and special TNA issue. A $32.75 value for only 
$25.00! Get yours today! (2018, 1/$25.00ea; 2+/$23.00ea) 6OTHWT 


BUY BOTH AND SAVE! 
60th Anniversary DVD Set & 60th Tote filled with new products from the 
event (2018, 1/$49.95; 2+/$39.95) DVDS60&WT 


The Real James Madison 

Of all the illustrious men in the cadre known as our Founding Fathers, 
upon only one has history bestowed the title “Father of the Constitution” — 
James Madison. James Madison was perhaps an unlikely candidate for such 
an appellation, but it is one he unquestionably earned. (2018, hb, 446pp 
$19.95) BKTRJM 


OPE NG 
an Go to ShopJBS.org or call 1-800-342-6491 to order! 


Order Online 


181224 


wan aah 


Dean Sellers Ford is your connection 
to better commercial sales and service! 


4 Ford-Certified commercial account managers specially trained to sell 
conve vehicles. 
Inventory of commercial vehicles: Transit, Transit Connect, F-Series, Hybrid 
and Energi, full Ford line-up 
Commercial lines of credit through Ford Motor Credit Company 
Strong relationships with most banks and credit unions 
Service, Maintenance and Parts. Personnel is geared-up to quickly get 
commercial customers back on the road. 


vpeaming anaes DEAN SELLERS 
Call us to have your vehicle shipped to 
your doorstep. We ship everywhere. EP Troy Motor Mall 
deansellersford.com 


~ a 888-452-1292 
Se W. Maple Road 
» x #£«‘qTroy, Michigan 
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